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DIVINE PROVIDENCE 


| Upon Which the 


CnkIisTIAN RELIGION #s founded, 


Set forth in 


An ESSAY on the Prophetic N ritings 


Or THE. 
OLD and VEW TESTAMENT, 


- Particularly, on the 


Books of DANIEL, ESDRAS, and the 
hls 


ꝓPOGCALT PSE; 


Interſperſed with 


REMARKS Hiſtorical, Political, and Critical, ſer- | 


ving to prove the Divine Authority of the Book, 
commonly called the Second Book of Eſdras; to 
ſet forth the Connexion which reigns between each 
Viſionary Scene of which thę. aid Books are com- 
poſed; and the Dependance ich tney have on the 
reſt of the Prophecies of Satred Writ ; to explain the 
| Emblems and Figurative Expreſſians made ule of 
therein; and to illuſtrate the Whole. 


mm —— * 


ball a Trumpet be blown in the City, and the People not be afraid? 
Shall there be Evil in the City, and [as in the in] Hall not 
_ the Lord do ſomewhat! Surely the Lord God vill ds nothing, but 
be revealeth his Secret unto his Servants the N The Lyon 
" hath roared, abo wwill not fear? The Lord God hath ſpoken, auh 
can but propheſy! Amoz wi. 6, 7, 8. __ 


* 


* — — 
By the AUTHOR of three Letters lately publiſhed, and in- 


tended to have been publiſhed, in the Daily Gazetteer, in 
Anſwer to ſome Errors lately publiſhed by Mr. Mhiſten 
and Dr. Middleton, on uakes, on the Fall of Man, 
and on the Heathen Oracles : All which are inſerted. 


LONDO N: 


© Printed for the Aurnox, at Mrs. Butler's, in Na ) Head:Courty 
racechurch Street, and to be had of him; as alſo of Mr. Ruffel at 
_ Temple Bar, MDCCL, {Price 1 . 
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fands in the Daily Advertiſer 


ny more Earthquakes in the World, within a Year or 
two, at fartheſt, before the Reſtoration of the Jews, as Sig- 
nals of its Approach, and of the horrible Miſeries the wicked 
Part of the Jews. and Chriſtians will be ſubject to, while the 


M Whiſton gives Notice, that though he expects ma- 


really Pious and Good will be providentially preſerved from 
them; yet does he not in the leaſt believe that Sir Iſaac New- 
ton ever foretold any Earthquakes, and is ſure that Jupiter, at 


* 


the 1 this Year 1750, was, and is, above 
00,000,000 Miles off the Earth, and ſo could not poſſibly 
have any Influence on Earthquakes here below. 11! 


To, the AurHOR of the Daily Gazetteer, 
ps March: 22, 1750. 7 
"STR, 
R. Whifton having publiſhed an Advertiſment in the 
Daily Advertiſer of the 14th Inſtant, ſignifying, that 
he expects more Earthquakes in the World within a Year or 
two at fartheſt, before the Reſtoration of the Jews, as Signals 


of -its Approach, &c. I beg Leave through your Means, to 
let the Publick know, that if his Expectations of more Earth- 


Þ quakes are grounded upon any Prophecies in the Bible, as 
: * ſeem to be, they are without Foundation. 


or, though the prophetic Writings ſpeak of Earthquakes 
that are to happen in divers Places, preparatory to that great 
Event, yet it ought to be conſidered, that they are delivered 


in Emblematical and Figurative Expreſſions, and therefore 


AN are 
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Fill 2 S Prop 1 tell us Wachen, point 


out Biſhops ; lerer 
by a Nation ſtyle 7 0. . 9 dear: Fach * four 

reat Monarchics of the World, of which the Roman is the 
laſt, an Empire which exiſts to this Day, the G 
Conſtitution being *0hly a Reſtoration thereof, as ap 
from tlie Fitle given: it in all its public Ediéts and fr 
Arms which it and E 2s, Revolutions in Grpit 
Gr ment, eſpecially; in thoſe' which are eſtabliſhed in any 


of the: Countries,” off which thoſe Empires conſiſted at their 
fixft:Eftabliſhment : And I believe Mr. Mpiſton himſelf muff: 


own, that he expects ſome Changes of that kind, before 
a = Part of  Fudab's Race will fall a Sacrifice to the 


Hand upon his Heart, and examine, Whether there ae 
Chriſtians as wicked as Fews, in regard of Infidelity; 3 
likewiſe, how far he hinddf bath contributed 
remaining i in — State: For the Jews actually were once the 


Favourites of eity ; and they think that they have till | 


Title wo t en either chat Part of the Chriſtian 


— which wor 9 Images, c. 8 thoſe Chriſtians, 
who diſpute the Meftah's being the "One upreme God, at the 
ſame time that they affect to — him Divine Honours, No- 


tators in both Reſpects. 
IT hare read a great deal that hath been ſaid in Regard to 


an Interpretation — the prophetic — but could never 


find: any Thing ſatisfactory, except hitby on the Mile- 


nhms and the preſent Bi of — Uſe and Intent of 


Fronbecy, a Tract which cannot be praiſed enough; — 
Lordſhip will bowever, I believe, upon ſecond Thought, be 
Opinion, that the F of the Earth, and ſeafonabl 


Weather, were but reſtored in Part upon the coal of the g 


„erben. we. Papers at that time, 


Fass © DSU 


Day „ be inhabited 


1 . I hifton would do well to lay his 


Deluge 3 | 


» and as an Earneſt of their complete Reſtoration in 
255 - Days, . becauſe the Prophets who lived long ſince that 
= Tine Fer very plainly of the Reſtoration thereof in aifar 
® greater, Degree, chan had been experienced from the Fall te 
their Times; and of their being ſome of the happy Circum- 
ſtances-attendant thereon ; it being very uſual with Providence 
to foretel and execute Things in Part, as a Type, Token, 
or. Pledge of What is to happen afterwards in a er more 
complete. Nom that it is r that there may be a 
E in the Climates of the World, appears by wia hath 
n y. felt this ve ö Vear, both in Englanu and in 
Jtah; in that the warmer Climate hath been viſited this Win- 
ter, with a ſeverer Froſt than ever was known before, and 
the colder hath not had . all, contrary to Cuſtom. | 
I have a MS. by me, which treats more particularly of the 
Latter Days above-mentioned, than his Lordſhip's led 
im to do. It was begun ſoon after the Death of the late 
.mperor Charles IV. occaſioned by the Authar's having per- 
ceived. that the German Empire was pointed out in Nebuchad- 
nezzer's. Dream, Dan. ii. in thoſe very Circumſtances, as 
it was chen, hath been ſince, and is now. 


E e dc d. r G. r, b 
To the AUTHOR of the Daily Gazetteer, 
March 29, 1750. 


* my Letter publiſhed in your Paper of the 22d Inſtant, 


J endeavoured to ſhew, that Mr. M hiſon hath not any 
Warrant from Sacred Writ, to — will be any more 


Earthquakes. I have fince read Dr. Middl:tor's Examina- 
tion of the Biſhop of London s Diſcourſes concerning Prophecy, 
and find, that he endeavours to make us believe, that tha 
Relation contained in the 3d Chapter of Geneſis, relating to 
the Fall of our Firſt Parents, occaſioned by their being 
tempted by the Serpent, is founded upon Allegory, Apo- 
logue, and moral Fable only; as likewiſe, that the Prophe- 
3 cies contained in Sacred Writ, eſpecially thoſe which were 
delivered to the Antediluvian World, have no Manner of 
Connexion with each other. 


Now, 


= K E „ 0m..o&"1 EPP 


| from his having the Key of the bottomleſs Pit ; he having 


ui] 
1 Now, if I cart Pee few, that the + very firſt Prophecy up upo 


Record hath 2 Connexion with, and is founded upon, 10 


lafty as likewiſc; that this laſt ſpeaks of the firſt in fch A 
Manner, as to ſhew;' beyond: Diſpute, that it is not fout.ded 
upon Allegory, but Matter of Fact, Thope it wilt be allow- 
ed, that all that the Doctor hath advanced, in chat Reſpect, 
delerves no Manner of > me 

Tha Paft of the firſt Prophecy which I ſhall take Notice 
of, Nands thus: And the Lord God fad unto the Serpent, be- 
FRY thou: haſt done this, namely, 3 the Woman to 
diſobey his Commands, thou art 2 above all Cattle,” and 
abeus every Beaſt of "the Hielg: Upon thy Belly ſhalt thou go, 4d | 

Hall thau cat" all Uh Days of thy Life : And I will put En- 

mity between thee and the Woman, and between thy Seed and her 
Seed It Hall b wart thy Head, and thou fhall bruiſe his” Heel. 
Here is a plain Im — that the firſt Serpent that was 
created, was of the D ragon Kind, 'and that it did not creep 
upon its Belly, but had either Legs or Wings, or both, to 


ferve- its Motions ; and, at the ſame Time, it is as plain, that 
the Act of bruiſing the Serpent's Head, alludes to a Man's 


treading upon the Head of a Serpent with his Heel, and 
thereby depriving him of all his Power of — as long 
ag he is kept in ſuch a Condition. 
The laſt Prophecy, and upon which I faid, the other is 
founded, is related Rev. xx: .1,- "ous And [ 8 

I tome ditum from Heaven, le the K. ey of the = 

it, and a great Chain in his Hand. 1 */ laid hold on t 

Dragon, that old Serpent, whith is the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him a thouſand Years, and caft him into the bettemieſs 
Pit, and ſhut him up; and ſet a Seal upon him, that he ſhould 
dacei de he Nations no: more, till the thouſand Years ſhould be ful- 


filled :: And after thar, he muſt be hoſed a little Seaſom. This 


Dragon is filed, Chap. xii. A great red Dragon, that old der- 
gent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceiveth the ibhole 
Herd und is repreſented, as watching for an A 
ta deuou the Man Child which the Woman brought forth, who 
wes -to rule all Nations with a Rod of Fron, namely the Sen of 
God, as appears from the r Connexion which that Pallage 
hath with the 2d P/abm. . IE 

But to a to the Ardphery contained in the 20th Chap- 
tet aforeſaid. the Angel which, it is ſaid, had the Key 
qt the =_ Pit, can be meant none other than — 
Angel of Jeſus Chriſt, the Seed . the Moman, as appea 


tol 


5. 
told St. Jebn, Chap. i.. 28. by bis Angel, that he had, that 
Key in A Poſſeſſion. Then * Dragon, and the ald Se got 
and Organs the Devil found fitter for, his Purpoſe to N 
the Woman in, than thoſe of any other Beaſt of the Field, 
which God had created: And the Act of binding the Dra- 
gon, or the Devil, for a thouſand Vears, in ſuch a Manner, 
as that he ſhould not be able to deceive the Nations till that 
Term was paſt, as plainly refers to the Seed of the Woman's 
treading with his Heel upon the Serpent's Head, and de- 
priving him thereby of all his Power, as long as Things con- 
tinued in that Situation. | | | 
Here appears a manifeſt Connexion between the two Pro- 
phecies ; and as St, Jahn doth not make Uſe of any Allegory 
therein, or even figurative Expreſſion, unleſs it be the Words 
Angel, Heaven, bottomleſs Pit, and Chain, all which are ob- 
vious enough, conſidering what I have ſaid upon that Sub- 
ject, both of theſe Prophecies cannot but be regarded as a 
n Narative of Matters of Fact; the plain Senſe and Meaning 
of which is this 3 Oe | 
The Devil, intending to tempt Eve, thought it neceſſary 
to take a viſible Shape upon. him, and found the Body and 
Organs of no Animal ſo fit for his Purpoſe, as the Serpent's; 


»* Tw 


A WO", FEE 


chat Shape he took upon him accordingly, and ſucceeded : , 
4 For this Fact the Serpent is ſentenced to go thenceforward 
y upon his Belly, and to eat Duſt, as a Perpetual Monument 
7 Jof the Reality of this Tranſaction, and the Devil to be 
; WMiript one Day of all the Power which he would have acqui- 
11 red over Mankind, in Conſequence of the Fall, by the A- 
1 ah, who would be of the Seed of the Woman only, | 
If Dr. Middleton be inquiſitive to know how the Devil 
is Fould act in the Body, and upon the Organs of the Serpent * 
1. 2 anſwer, much after the ſame Manner as of thoſe of the 
-R erſons poſſeſſed of the Devils in our Saviour's Time; as he 
7 orked in the Minds of the Diſobedient in St. Pauls; and 
l he doth, at this Day, in thoſe of Infidels and Hereticks ; 
of” r, as Dr. South rightly obſerves in one of his Sermons, 
of ho' the Heretic be at any time the Amanuenſis of unſound 
| Yofirines, it is the Devil that difates to him. If he ſays it 
of abſurd, and contradictory to Reaſon, to imagine that the 
. Fpent ſpake to Eve, and reaſoned with her, he might ſay 
oy > ſame in Regard of Balaam's Aſs, an Event recorded in 


New Teſtament, as well as the Old, to have been Mat- 
of Fact alſo, 


But, 


of the Fews,* which were then upon the Point of being com- 


à Relation to and Connection with each other, as the Ac 


c «>... | 
Butz with what Face can the Doctor aſſert; that the Pts. 


pheees contained in Sacred Writ have not a Cbnnection be- 
tireen them in other Inſtances alſo, when our” Sa, tells 
us, that he founds his eg contained St. Matthew XXIV. 
19; upon the Prophecy of Daniel ix. 27. and David,” that 
he ſounds the Prophecy contained in mY Chipter, upon the' | 
Prophecy of Jeremial, mentioned 2"Chron. xxxvi. 21. and: 
* XXV. 12.—xXIx; 10. as he doth Chap; ix. 2. In which 
apter Daniel having his Thoughts taken up with con- 
ſicdering of the Seventy Years appointed for the "Captivity © 


pleted, is given to underſtand, that theſe Seventy Years had 
a Reference to the Appearance of the Meſſab in the Fleſh, | 
and to his being cut off, but not for himiſelf, as well as to 
the Return of 'the Captivity. e . | 
The Learned have never hitherto been able to recoficile 
theſe laſt Seventy Weeks to 8 for want of Know- 
ing that the 27th Verſe, and the Week there ſpoken of, re- 
late to the Limes of Anti-Chriſt, when that Tyrant, by 
Means of a Confederacy made by him. with divers other 
Princes for yen Tears, ulkiſted by che Drag n, and che falſe Pro- 
phet, or'the falſe Prieſt, as it might have been rendered, would 
wear out the People of the Saints, aboliſn the pure Church | 
of God for the Space of three Vears and half, and eftabliſh- : 
ar/idolatroug Worſhip. in its room, previous to the Mæſiabs 
bruifig the Serpent Head," as thee Things are ſet forth, 
Dan. vii. xii. Rev. xi. xii. xiit.' for the Prophecies' of both 
Daniel and St. John, though conſiſting of divers 7 
Scenes; have, co to Dr. Miaditton's Aſſertions, as ſtrict 


» , 


any Dramatick Eftertainment; and to the want of know- * 
ing us Circumſtance,” it is:chiMy owing, that they are ns 
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A Letter + ade to have been tuferted 
Tr in tbe London Gazetteer. 6 


1 the AUTHOR, &e. 


8 1 R. WIE i 
N an bl oubliſhed in your Paper' of i 5 Len; 
deavoured to . that the Fall of Adu was not 
2 moral. Fable, as Dr. Middleton aſſerts, but Matter of Fuus; 
and I produced, at the fame time, ſome Inſtances to prove, 
that the Prophecies contained in Sacred Mrit — 
with, and £ upon each other. I now beg leave tw 
fay a Ward of two, in regard of the Heathen Orariis as the 
Dr. hath likewiſe ſet that Matter in a wrong Light. For, he 
indeavours ta make the World believe, that becauſe the Hera 
then. Prieſts very often impoſed upon the Worſhippers of 
alje Deities, as they certainly did, — in the latter Agro 
in which that Venſhup prevailed, the Devil never did pro- 
nounce any Oracles at all, but, that the whole Affair war 
Prieftcraft Argy; hed whereas, if the Caſe were fairly fia- 
as ſcted, it would ſtand thus: 
th, | The Heathen World in former Ages, had been often, and 
th fo full convine'd that the Images, &c. which worſhip- 
ary ped, were ſometimes, at leaſt, made the Reſidence of fuperior 
Beings, as well from the Ame, in which they gave out Ora- 
di, as from the exact Actompliſhment which — met with, 
that the Priz/s of der del Ocean fon from thence, fre- 
quently to impoſe upon Vetariss out pretended 
ones: An Impoſition, which when it came te tobe — 
greatly redounded to the Diſcredit of all Oracles in general, 
whether awing to Impgſture, or net. 
That this is a true State of the Caſe, appears from hence, 
that all Zyes: 3 Suppolition that there is ſuch 
— — as Truth that Caunterfeits are founded upon 
hings which are real, and the like: So that, as there 
wou' d never — been an y falſeStones made to imitate. Diamonds, 
if there had not been any trus ones : there never would have 
been any falſe Oracles given out by the Heathen Prigſi, if 
where had not been a full Conviction afforded that there had, 
= W been real aner. Becauſe had the Cafe been other- 


wiſe 


wiſe, ſuch a Scheme as that, could never have entered in- 
to their Head, at all, and if it had, it could 1 poſſibly have 
met any Succels,', Agreably hereto, it is eyident upon the 
wh E. Unt all d e whi e Dr. brings from antient 


0 | 
Writers to deftroy the Relief of there having been real Oracles 
by the Objects of the Heathen Worſhip, amounts to 


no more than-what I hare gp y ſet forth, viz. that they had 
in After - times been made ccaſion of impoſing upon the 
Vorl by Artifice and Cheat. © | . 


If the Lr. aſks, how the Devil was able to foretel future 
Events; I ſhall not anſwer him by indeavouring to point out 
all che various Means, by which he might come at the Know- 
ledge. of the Decrees of: Heaven, before they 7 but 
conſine myſelf to one only, which will be found ſufficient for 
the Purpoſe, and which is as follows: Daniel had foretold in 
ſeveral of His Prophecies, not only that the Gretian Empire 
would in proceſs of Time overturn and ſucceed in the room 


of the Perfian, but, the Number of Princes, which would 


follow in n in this laſt mention'd Empire, before that 
Event would take Place, and had pointed out the very Occa- 


be concluded from the great Sagacity of that wicked Spirit 


Circumſtance however m 
ſult what is expreſsly declared, Rev. xii. 12. And, if this be 
the Caſe, it is no great Wonder if he was able to pronounce 
an Oracle in Favour of X. Philip, the Father of Alexander the 
Great, ſo plainly pointed out by Providence as the Inſtrument 
to be made uſe of for. the Deffruion of one of theſe Empires, 
and the Funding of the other in its room. But, it muſt be 
allowed at the ſame time, that it was very natural for Deme/?- 
henes' who was diſaffected to Philip, to fuſpeR, as well as to 
repreſent, that the Oracle delivered in his Favour had been ob- 
tained by indirect Means, in order to diſſuade the People of 
Athens from paying any Regard to it, even, tho' the Fa# 
were 0 /e, — there had been ſo much Prieftcraft 
— in that reſpect, at other Times, and upon other Oc- 
boats, i jp e 

I fhall publiſh ere long, Ne 1. of the Treatiſe which I men- 
tion d in your Paper of the 22d paſt, and fully make appear 


| gr 
the-pronouncing all of them. Of this. 
ae Male no Doubt, if we con- 


W 


[x] 
in going through the Explanation of the Emblems and Figura- 
22 of which the Prophecies contained in Sacred 
Writ are made uPs that all the great Events relating to the 
Pure Church of God, and the Nations ſituated in different 

in the Neighbourhood thereof, were not only foretold in Scrip- 
ture, but, in ſuch a Manner as that the lower down thoſe 
Prophecies reach, the more minutely the Circumſtances relating 
thereto, and ſpoken of, and pointed out, and, if that be the 
Caſe, no Wonder if the Devil was able to foretel ſome Events, 
which were punctually fulfilled afterwards, and make them 
paſs for his own ; as the ſacred Writings were but little 
known to the Zeathen World, unleſs it be that part of them 
® which contained the Decrees of Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, Cy- 
run &c._mention'd. in che. Books of Danicl. and of Ezrg-to 
have been addreſſed to them. 


* F aps 4 \s »* 1 * * m 
23. 41 
on ? r 
35 797 
” ., 


a2 ERRATA4 


* 
a c 
Ss * - 
* — — 
o be - 
4% 
" . 
* E 
Ray 
» 
* * \ 
J — 
. ; 
I 
0 0 
4 de 
* * ws 
* » * —1 
bs 
— * 
* v 
- 
- L 
1 4 . x *7\ 
„ * x 4 
v5 * 4 
9. 9 = * 0 
„ 2277 2 
3 lots FIT 
” "#8 © 4 2-48. 
LS 1% * = 
wk 4 2 2 1 1 
. * 4 LU v3 | 


* 
' — 


Go 
"YL, 
180 
> = 
FX —. 
4% WU 
5 Vw 
— 
TGT 
PT * 
w " 
* . 
* 
d » 
# Þ 
* 
. 
— * 
#4 
CY va 
4 » 
+? 7 
= ry 


* 
ca 1 


* 
Sas «i 4s ww 


N 4 
0 7 2 9 — 
2 3 - a2 


. 


o 
EET ! 


- 


4 9 


* 
8 * * „„ 


1 of 
— 
— 
» w# 
— * o 
i — 
«* . # 
r* 
2 
— * 
= 
2 1) 
= * Ns 
* 
| > £ 
2 2 
s 4 
7 25 
5 * 
* 0 I 
, * 
6 9 
TY 
S . Sf 
% 
= 
* 
— 
©. 
* 
* 
— 
* 3 
* 
81 
* i * 
1 qa 
— 99 
— 
— 
was — 
* 
* 3 
* * 
* . 
>} £9 


— 
: 


«4 
* 


2 
ne 


+. BSL 


% —© -& 


— 


E RR ATA: 


„ — 
—— D — — 


1. 4. 


& 
U 


* 


In the Introduction, Page 8, Note 2. for chap. 


i 


ty. 
rake. 


t 


oy r. Po 


for Poli 


Oo r. 
for 3, ©. r. 36. 


; 


for are read were. 


r 


for break r. 


— — 


— & u•—G̃ — . — — — — — 


—— 2 —— * „e — Kw — —— 


= — — 2 — _ 1 


* 


2 BP ———— — — 


. ere EO EY 


r ee ee a 


Co 
by * 
. 


a 


Polity. 


6. 
* ; | 
Were. 


— „ i... __ AS. AS £ th. tt th. 8 1 


EY. Pn — 1A e 7 ern T ” — —— 


*% I, \ 


* © 
- x # © + * # 
Fs ; 4 
= * 7 H * 
* - - af / 
* 
£ : * * 
f , : j * 


"4 PREFACE. to . following ns 
Ms tiſe will be neceflary 1 in order to. give 
4 ſome Account of my Undertaking, 
Tar” to Prepare the Reader for a Subject 
ant hath 'profeſſedly net 
obſcure i in it; to ohwiate the Popular Preju- 
dices which Brig been taken up againſt all At- 
tempts made towards an Explanation of the pro- 
Phetic Writings or the Old. and New. Teftament. 
Almighty GOD the ſole Lord and Arbiter of 
all Things, made Man Innocent, and put it * | 


his Power to have always kept his Integr pity: In 
elf in 


which Caſe, after having improved. hi 
Virtue here on Earth, thereby qualified him 
ſelf for a greater Degree of Happineſs hereafter, 
he would have been tranſlated to _ without 
dying at all: A Change which Enoch and Elias 
actually underwent. 

But, the Fill Alan Tags loſt his Innocence 
by diſobeying the Commands of his Maker thro' 
the Tem ptations of the Devil, the Tempter ac- 
quired from thenceforwards, a vaſt Influence o- 
ver all the Race of Mankind; and Sin and Death, 
together with, whatever Calamities elſe we have 
ever fince been ſubject to, have been the Confe- 
quence of that firſt of T rangreſſions. 


On 
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On the other hand, the Serund Adam by pay- 
ing a perfect Obedience ty the Commands 
8 by his ſuffering Death, the Imocent for the 
Guilty, and G op for Man, hath made a full — 
tisfaction and Atònement for 
n whereby he forfei 


aradice, and introduced thoſe various Woes en- 


tailed upon us. q 
The Conſe uence whereof” 0 vil 155 chat, at 1 


the time apf 


lapp 
1175 of all his Per a the E of * 


Maſiab will be univerſally obeyed; ' which pets 4 


Events will be brought 505 by "the Aſſiſtance 


of the All Powerful San#zifer of Mankind, in 


Recompence of that Obedience "and Satisfaction 
paid as abovementioned by their kind Redeemer, 
and in order to diſplay the Juſtice and Mercy of 
their great Creator and Laugi ver 

The grand Engine made uſe of by the Seducer 
of Mankind in order to gain 
from among them, to their great Miſe here, 
as well as to their utter Ruin hereafter, at leaſt in 
thoſe Times fince the Flood, has been the putting 
the Heads of the Civil Governments of the World 
upon endeavouring to render themſelves abſolute 
and above all Laus either Human, or Divine: 

For to Ambition, the great Crime of Satan him- 
ſelf, is owing not only all thoſe Wars, and Ra- 
vages, © and Plunders which have been hitherto 
cartied on, and committed in the World; but 


that conſtant Diſcouragement which Virtue, and 
that 


of God, | 


el de erreftrial = | 
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himſelf Subjects 
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that no leſs conſtant Encouragement which Vice 

hath met with in all Ages. Welk 
And it is but too evident, that had the rA 

always been called to Account, and puniſhed from 

time to time as often as they broke through thoſe 

Reftraints, which the Laws of Gop, and the Na- 


KM zural Rights of their Fellow Creatures enjoined 
t them the Obſervance of, thoſe of LowWw˖RER Rank 
would have taken care how they imitated them 
Jin their Faults, leſt they ſhared with them in their 


mon the Civil Goveruments of the World ſince 


the Flood, the Afyrian, Perfian, Grecian or Ma- 

| Rpedonian, and Roman Empires have ſucceeded each 
pther, and had the Command of it in their turns. 

rhe jfr/t of which Government was founed by 
3 7 


immediately upon re-peopling the Earth 


y the Deſcendents of Noab, and the laſt ſtill 
ſubſiſts at this Day. It having been conducted 


der tuo different Conſtitutions, namely, that 


: nder one Head at a time which was abſolute in 
Its Power as the old E 
ind that under one Emperor alſo at a time, but 


ors of Rome once were; 


mited by Laws, and controuled by ſeven Electors 
formerly, by eight afterwards, and by nine of 
Hate, as the German Empire, ſtyled alſo the Hol 
Roman Empire at preſent is, or at leaſt was, till 
Pithin theſe few Years paſt *. 

Every one of theſe four Empires were either 
punded — or in Proceſs of time ſurped, a 
$ramical and lawleſs Power, contrary to the Pre- 


This Treatiſe was wrote at the Time that the Imperial Throne 
vacant by the Death of Charles VI. the late Emperor. 
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hs Ghbe,. over which it will univerſally pre- 
bead of which he himſelf will actually and im- 4 


fab, which, as they plainly ſet forth, is to ha 
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maine of: Gon, and to the Liberties of Maar'; 

but this is not to laſt always, for ther Almighty * 
bath given us to underſtand, that he will at te 
Deſorudtion of the laſt * theſe: Monarclzes, name- 
ty the German, found a Kingdom of a quite diffe- 
rent Nature, which will. lai as long in this Ter- 


vail and, and extend itſelf: A Kingdom at the 


mediately be, as he was 2 | 
State till that People rejected him, and infiſted on 
their having a King like thoſe who were at the | 
head of the Natins round about them. þ. | 
Theſe Kingdaus, or Empires, with the Suc- 5 
ceſſion which they would have to each other, =: 
are very plainly Tet forth in Nebuchadnezzar's i : 
Dream. at the Lime of that Prince's being at the 
head of the firſt. of them; as alſo in Daniels 
Dream ſome Years after, as theſe Things are ſet 
farth in Chap. ii. and vii. of his Propbectes. The 
Remainder of that Prophecy alſo, together with | 
the ad Book of Eſdras and the Revelation of St. 
Jo treat of nothing elſe ; and even all the reſt 
in ul ee ways Writings are almoſt entirely taken 
the ſame Subject, eſpecially with the 
es lig the glorious and 1 body Reign of the NA. 


pen before the Diſſolution of ad our earthly 
Globe. 1 uni. 
Having thus given my Reader Gi Notion of F n 

what is ; propoſed. for the Subject Matter of the 


following Sheets, I ſhall now En with enter 
1g 1 the Treatiſe itſelf. 
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T was the Will of the- Almighty Creator only, that gave 
all Things their Being at fit; for that there is a Firſt 
great Mover of all Things appears from hence, that there 
is not any Thing at all capable of giving Being to it-. 
ſelf : A Maxim that is true beyond all Diſpute. ' For, as on 


P 
the one hand, to advance the eng. would be for a Perſon 
to argue that ſomewhat did y exiſt, and yet, at the 
fame time, that it did not exiſt at all, which is a flat Contra- 
& diCtion ; ſo, on the other, nothing is either more natural or 
ys to Reaſon, than that an eternal, ſelfreriſtent, and 
mighty Being ſhould give Exiſtence to all Things elſe. 
And it is no leſs evident, that the great Creator muſt needs 
be the Proprietor and Lord of the Univerſe : Creation bein 
the Foundation of Property, as Property is of Power, and 
Power of Government ;- and conſequently he, and he only, 
who made all Things for his Pleaſure, hath a Right to govern. 
all Things according to his ill. All which is ſet forth in 
chat divine Hymn in the Revelations, when it is ſaid, Thu 
art worthy, O Lord, te receive Glory and Honour, and Power : 
For thou haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure they are 
and were created. And upon thoſe Accounts, who hath a 
De to ſay unto him, what dof? thou ? t 
he great Maſter-piece of all the Creation, at leaſt ſo far as 
+ — this lower _— is & 11 tho? ſo ſmall, and in 
imſelf, ſo inſignificant a Part of it, as ſcarcely to have de- 
heb the of Nate had not that Creator Vouchſafed to 
Y unite the Human Nature to the Divine, and of thoſe two to 
make Qne GOD. | | 
Mankind, however, tho' ſo highly diſtinguiſhed from the 
teſt of Gop's Works, and endowed with Faculties Which 


x Chap. iv, 41. '5. 5 | | | 
rer 2 rendered 


1 
121 
rendered them capable of both knowing and enjoying their 
Maker, would Rave always continued in Ignorahee of their 
gn Benefatter, had he not revealed himſelf to them at fr fb, 
Poſition this the Truth of which is proved from that un- 
doubted Maxim, that Almighty GOD never doth any Thing 
at all, that is either unfit, or unneceſſary : But, it is evident 
that he had no ſooner made at, than he revealed himſelf to 
him, as appears from Gen. Chap. i. 27. ii. 7, 15, 16; and, 
conſequently, without a_Revelatian, Mankind muſt ever hav 
remained in Jenorance of a Diity: An Argument Which hol 
„ notwithſtanding it is too true to be denied, that Man- 
ind are endowed with Faculties of perceiving an inviſible Cre- 
ater from the vi/ible Works of the Creation, after he had ante re- 
vealed himfetf to thetn ; it being by. nd mean to be inf 
from thence, that they would have been able to have ma 
ſuch a Diſcovery without a Revelation, __ Ee 
To-confirm which Opinion, let us conſider, that, without 
a Metaphor, , an js born like a wild At, Colt, and,  certain- 
I. without, a Ray of the Divinity datted into him, he Would, 
5 al kis Thoughts and Action, have only retembled 1886 


rafts that periſb. A Thing which Experience ſufficiently de- 
monſtfates from Inſtances which we have had in Children, 
who, whether they have been expoſed by their unmatural and 
cruel Parents, or whether it hath happened by other Acci- 
qents, have been found and ſuckled by Bears, till they were 
capable of providing Food for themſelves. Theſe Wretches, 
after they have been taken and taught the Uſe of Speech, | 
ave had no more Notions of a Deity, tho' arrived at th 
ears of Diſcretion, than the Brutes among whom they had 
en bred : Brutes whom they have been found exactly to re- 
ſemble, in reſpect of all their Diſpoſitions and AZtions alſo,— 
Some Inſtances of this kind, we are told, have actually hap- 
. pened in ſome of the great Foreſts of Germany?; and a Per- 
ſon in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, was, within our Remem- 
brance, brought over into England in the late Reign: A cer- 
tain Proof of its being Matter of Fat t. 
And, indeed, if we give ourſelves time throughly to refle&t 
and look intò the Bottom of the Matter, it will be found, 
that we may much rather ſuppoſe that a Perſon who had 
his Life long been deprived not only of his Sight, but all othe 
his Senſes too, ſhould, on his having been all at once bleſſed 


2 See Salmon s Modern Hiſtory of all Nations. 1 
3 Peter, the wild Boy, who lived ſeverdl'Yrars heren 


with the B 9 of them, be ably diſtinguiſh between 


— die any Objects which preſented” themſelves to his 8 

| and Ell chem all by their Names, without any kind of 

fs formatlbff at all given hint {fof-that Adim was capable Gf 
* doing ſome what Ike it, was owing to his being inſpired from 
Ng above) as, that Mankind would have been able to have hall 
20 the leaft Notions of a Deity, without its having been revealed 
1 to them ar ft; I fay, we have reafon to ſuppoſe the on- 
vo would happen rather than the other, however impoſſible it 


1 might ſeem, in that the one is the Objeet of our Senſes, and the 
2 » * en 99 ace of ; — 


other is nat. | 
Certain it is, however, that all our \Endnwments, whether 
of Nature or of Grace, are communicated to us by the Father 
of Lights, and that no Perſon living is poſſeſſed of any * 
ties that are good, but what is derived to him from that Foun- 
tain ;, and it is very obvious alſo, that the more ignorant any 
Perſons are of the true GOD, whether ſuch Ignorunce be invo- 
luntary or wilful, the more they reſemble * Brutes, as well in 
& reſpect to their Seytiments as Actions. And this holds good, 
not only in reſpect ef thoſe Nations and "Perſons who are 
eſteemed to be Babharians, and never had an Opportunity of 
knowin - Truth, but alſo of thoſe who would willingly be 
thou 1255 ite, tho they have departed from it: In that, not- 
withſtanding their fair Pretences to Civility and good Manners, 
they only act under a Maſe, and aim at nothing but the keep- 
ing themſelves in Countenance, that they may be the better able 
to circumdent and injure their Fellow Creatures in ſome reſpect 
or other, as they think it may beſt lie in their Power, or as it 
may beſt ſuit with their Brutiſb Appetites or Inclinations. A 
EZ Potition which holds good, notwithſtanding that adopted 
Maxim of the Romiſb Church, namely, the more ignorant the 
more devout. BIEN | 
From. all which Conſiderations we may ſafely conclude, 
that a World compoſed of none but Atbeiſtt, ſupernatural! 
enlightned by the Deity to no greater a Degree than they — 
be thought to believe his Being, would bear but too near a Re- 
ſemblance to the Brutes, their Fellow Creatures: And, that it 
is by Revelation only, and the Intercourſe which we have with 
Y /upertor Beings, that all our Knowledge is derived. 
Por it is not the Deity himſelf, and the Angels of Light only, 
that are capable of inſtilling” Notions into the Soul of Man, 
which are »/eful and beneficial to Mankind, but the Devil, 
and the Angels of Darkneſs alſo, have hitherto been permitted 
by Almighty GOD, to inſtil into them ſuch as are kar" 
150 2 an 


and bangfud.to them. An Influence this lat, which, we ate 


given to underſtands will one Day certaialy be putan End to 
for the Space of Que thouſand Years, before the Diſſalution of 
this terreſtrial Glebe, as will be made appear in the farther Pro- 
ſecution of, this Subject. n 10 
It was in Conſequence of ſuch Reflections as theſe that a MF . 
very eminent Divine obſerves, that we often ſee Perſons that 
are remarkably dull in Fore * 2 can, — | 
ing, be very witty on Subjects either obſcene or profane. d 8, 
— alle he ſuppoſes, that tho the Hoa 1 2 any time : 
the Amanuemſit of unſound Doctrines, it is the Devil that dic- ti 
tates to him. OT. ye Ie 
Divines, indeed, are wont to diſtinguiſh between Natural Mr; 
and Revealed Religion, and to take a great deal of Pains in ti. 
ſhewing the Preference which ought to be given to the latter 2. 
— Romer ; whereas, in truth, if Mankind could have #8 C; 
had no Notions of a Deity, even in their State of Innocence, 


and whilſt his [mage was ſo lively imprinted on them, unleſs 
.Gop had vouchſafed to have revealed himſelf to them, as 
we may well conclude from what has been ſaid, we could 
much leſs have conceived any Notions of him, after ou 
whole. Nature, and conſequently our Reaſon and intellectua! i 
Faculties were ſo much obſcured, and corrupted by the Fall. 
And if there could thus, have been no Knowledge of a Deity 
without a Revelation, it is certain there never could have 
been any Religion but what was revealed at firſt: A Deity | 
being the Foundation of all Religion, as the moral Duties ſet 
forth in the Word of GOD, are the Foundation of that 
Syſtem in particular, which hath obtained the Name of Na- 
tural Religion. And, that there never was any Religion in 
fact, but what was revealed at firſt, is farther evident, in that 
what is called Natural Religion, take it in any Senſe thoſe be a 
Words will admit of, never was the gflabliſbed Religion of any * 
Country upon Earth; in that it was not poſſible ever to have & 
* any ſuch Religion upon the Rules of Right and 
M rong, and Good and Evil, without the Aſſiſtance of Reve- 
lation; as will appear if we conſider the Corruption of human \ 
Nature, and the Uncertainty of our Reaſoning on Account of 
the Pare of Men, and their Prejudices ariſing from Educa- 
tion, Intereſt or Cuſtom ; inſomuch, as that thoſe very Things 
which have been at ſome Times, and in ſome Countries account- 
ed virtuous and lawful ; have at other Times, and in other Coun- 


4 Dr. South's Sermon on 2 Cor. xi. 14. | 
tries, 1 


3 Tz . = 
Tries, been condemned as vicious and abominable, as the wiſe 
Heathen * long ago obſerved ; and, in that all Nations before 
the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, unanimouſly agreed in ma- 
king the chief Part of their Religion to conſiſt of propitiatory 
Sacrifices, which it could never have entered into the Heads 
of any of them to do, without a Revelation, much leſs would 
all of them have agreed fo exactly in that ReſpeR. ; 
As to the Law of Moſes, which we may well conclude 
= was the firſt Revelation, of Gop's Will to Mankind that 
vas committed to Writing at its Delivery, that Diſpenſa- 
tion was made up, partly, of Rules contrived for the good 
Government of the /razlitihh Nation, a ſtiff- necked Gene- 
ration, as a Body Politic juſt then formed; parth, of Direc- 
tions for the 22 of the Tabernacle at firſt, and of the 
Temple afterwards, founded upon the pureſt Practice of the 
ch in the preceeding Ages of the World; parti, of thoſe 
X Duties, which had been poſitively enjoined the Patriarch 
immediately by GoD himfelf, particularly at the Covenants 
which had been made by him with Noah and Abraham, after 
She Flaad; and, . partly, of thoſe moral. Duties, which natu- 
rally flow from the Belief of a Gor, and which therefore, 
it had been always incumbent on our fi Parents and all 
rheir Poſterity, before the Promulgation of this Law, to ob- 
ſerve, and diſcharge themſelves of: Duties theſe latter, of 
which Natural Religion can only be ſaid properly to confift, 
and which will be always binding on Mankind: And thoſe 
ho define Natural Religion to be a Syſtem of Principles 
End Precepts, the Knowledge and Obligation of which are 
Neducible from the Dictates of uncorrupted Reaſon, without 
Ihe Aſſiſtance of Revelation, as ſome have done, give the 
Definition of what in Reality never was. For it muſt either 
he allowed, that our Reaſon hath hitherto been in that cor- 
F-pted State in which it is at preſent, as the Infidel inſiſts upon 
Pt that it hath, or, that the Account which is given in the 
acred Writings of the Fall of Man is Truth: In the former 
of which Caſes, there would never have been any ſuch 
hing as uncorrupted Reaſon, for that it is corrupt at preſent 
$ but too ſenſibly felt by every one to be denied; and, in 
e latter Caſe, it is evident, that Almighty GOD not only 
Fevealed himſelf to Adam as ſoon as he had created him, 
put laid a poſitive Command upon him alſo, as a Proof of 
Wis Obedience to his Will, at the ſame Time declared.“ 


5 Diogenes Laertes in vita Pyrronis, 6 See Gen. chap. i, 29. ii, 7, 8, 9, He. 
| In 


: to 1 eee 
ip, zb AG us confider, chat! be rea 
l < e namely,” = 2 9 1 

5 LL capable” being wenced © 
' aud e by f iti ve rational Faculties, a ; 1 
ae f is common to him with Brutey - 2 that B F 
Senſe endowed with ſome certain Degfees of "Reaſon as well A ; 


nſe, cannot be denied by any who give Attention to the 
ee Faculties which 9279 of hp exerciſe; Faculties 


ee TELE egrees of. | 
ww as conf ting of 4 b or 1 Subſtance ca- 
1895 influenced, and enlightened" by the Intercourſe Þ 
1 7 ds; "whether God © or Evil, in a Manner uf 
are not capable : Beings indowed with a Know- 4 
* to ubs he himſelf is poſſeſt of - | 
10 as conſiſting of à Soul ly influenced and en- 
3 pull 1 a | grove, or leſſer Degree, b ck Deit himſelf; 
_ &6 gree. of which Light and Muence inſtilled into 
e in Keen his he Full 7 the * ft 


wt to which Definition, St. Paul | rays that the whole 

| E id Bod of thoſe Chriſliant to whom he 
ing himſelf, may 72 reſerved blameleſs; and diſtin- 

5 13 Mi the carnal and the ſpiritual Man, or, as be Y 

elſewhere, between the Old and the New Man; 3 F or, 

according to our Saviour alſo, we muſt needs be born a2, : 

ere 1 . or have any Title to thoſe hi 55 Degrees of Bliſt, 
* 


expreſt eng hens. here he himſelf” is alſo. A Title in- 
oe the new. Covenant, confirmed to us by his ; 
Nor, às we have, on the one hand, too many Inſtances 1 
of Men among us, whoſe rational Faculties are greatly exceed- 
ed by thoſe many. ſorts of Brutes ; fo. on the other, we have 
had Inſtances of Perſons whoſe Wil m and Knowledge, eſpe- 
. in 117 great Myſtery of Gudlineſt (a Myftery which the ſj 
Angels deſire to look, into) as would tempt one to imagine, e- 
ven exceeded that of f ome among thoſe ſpiritual Beings, juſt 
mn themſelves. Theſe Inſtances above-mentioned, ap- 
8 Iaeots as, Jr ether born in that State at firſt, of 
rd ced. to it afterwards, either by Sickneſs, Old Age or 2 
uch, are not capacle of talking, or 1 rationally, in one 
ref] ſpedt ; in the Parrot mentioned by Mr. Locke in his Treatiſcy 
of Human Underſtanding, which was, in ſome Meafure, ca- 


pable of talking rationally, in the other (a Story the Inn 4 
whic 
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ike la, in that Birds of the fume Spe : 
be produced capable 7 doi 25 the like, thou oh, 
e greats Degr ee of Ferfection as that t 
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ible of e According 8 may ble 1 © ths 
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1 Knowledge of of 4 "Deity 8 the Brute ph, 
. juſt none at all; and in any of the oth 

. we none but is revealed. 
Now, as that univerſal | Corrup tion v Ih ha 
Kd 775 Riligion in Matters . to Faith and Pra 
onſequence of the Corruption of our Nature LA, the. F ET 
as the Reaſon why Almighty GOD fingled out the > Family 
om whence his Sen was to. deſcend from. 0 all here} 2A a 
Er to preſerve the True Riligion among them; ſo . 
1 ler to preſerve it pure and whcorrup 75 3 

he imme, he * rg 0 be Smit 6 to Writing 
iſtin- ade thofe neceſſary Explanations and Enforc — | of it 2 
© me to time afterwar n be dd bh ing at fwidry 
I, mes, and in divers Manners to the Fathers at "ffs and i in 
oe 2 Days by his Jon. Heb. i. 1. 8 70 
So that the Klier practiſed by our firft Parent in the Be- 
ing, and before any Corruptibnt had been dne into 
is, in Subſtance and in Reality, the ſame as was propagat 
the Son of GOD himſelf ; only with this Difference, that 
one had Teſpe& to the Lamb of GOD, who was to be ſlain, 
order to make a ecard? for the Sins of the World, and 


1 wy; IF 


— 330 crept into — 


e other to that Sacri ice and Propitiation already made, 
F This is evident, no only in that St. Paul ſays, that the Fa- 
75, before the Eſtabliſhment of Chri/tiani! wp were Partakers 
' the ſame Sacraments with Chri/tians ſince , but, from that 
ngs, juſt eat Claud + ih tneſſes which he produces as well before, as 
der the , Who (notwithfian anding that which a late 


firſt, ol Writer ? * fain ol us believe) it is certain, not only re- 
g Or Di. ded the Meffiah as the Author and Finiſher of their Faith, 
2 in ON t, bad reſpect to the Recompence of Reward in another Life 
Treatiſe ter ttüs s- 

ſure, Ca 


Inſtances of Brutes acting rationally may be ſeen in Derbam's Phyſico · Theolo- 
Truth 9 J See 1 Cor, x. 1, Cc. 9 Mr, Warburton, 1 Heb, xi. 1, Cc. xii. 1, 2. 


Accordingly, 


Accordingly, the true Reaſon why: Afo/es: promiſed nane 
but'7: op 32 as. an > Bos: fa the IG 
intitle 
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of His Law is, that ſuch an Obedience could not poſſibly 


beſtowed, namely, by the free Grace of Almighty GOD, in 
Conſequence of the Atonement and Mediation of a crucified da- 
viour, and of a Faith in him productive of ſuch good Works, as 


are of a more extenſive Nature, than his Law expreſsly, at leaſt, 
required ; as is very particularly ſet forth by the great Ap“, 


of the Gentiles in his Epi/tles. 


In Conſequence of which Faith it was, that the Prophet juſt 
mentioned, lifted up the brazen Serpent in the J/ilderneſs, as a2 
Type, or Figure, of the Son of Man, who was to be lifted up 
on the Croſi, that whoſoever believed in him ſhould not periſh, © 
but have everlaſting Life ; as our Saviour himſelf tells us, St. 


John iii. 14, 15. 


and the Vonſbip paid him by the Poſterity of Noah in Conſe- 
quence thereof, handed down to them from their Forefathers *, 
it was, that all thoſe Nations upon Earth, who never had any 
of conſulting the Holy Scriptures, came to the 
 Kno of a Deity, and of the er of worſbippiig bim 
y Sacrifice, the Figure of that Lamb of GOD who was one 


be. offered up for the Sins of the World. 


2 &-y 


an Opportunity of conſulting the ſacred Mritingi, that tho 


Men of Genius among the Heathens, borrowed their 
more exalted Notions of Gop, and of moral-Goodneſs, for 
the moſt Part, as well as a great deal of their Mythology, and 

7 Reaſon; tho no doubt but . 
mighty GOD did ſometimes reveal himſelf to them alſo, in 


not to any natural Light » 
Communications of greater Degrees of Knowledge than or dina- 


ry, when their Searches after Truth were ſincere, and made 
with good Intentions, or, when the Perſons to whom they were 
communicated, were to be made [n/iruments in the Hand of? 


Providence of bringing about its Decrees. 


But, the Deſign of Almighty GOD, in cauſing the Hoh 
Scriptures to be committed to Mriting at firſt, and in tranl:- | 
mitting them down to all Ages ſince, ſeems evidently to have 


2 See Gen. viii, 20. compared with Chap, i. 4. 


os obſerved. it to.eovrlaffing Hippie: Ah Hob: | 
Nut, however, which it is evident from his being one. of | 
that Cloud of Witneſſes juſt taken Notice of, he himſelt was not 
only apprized of, but, of the Conditions alſo on which it was 


From this Revelation then of himſelf to Mankind at firſt, 
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hi, 


it was owing to this, alſo, as well as to their having 
4 


been 


been,. not only to furniſu 1420 yy 
Sth as ag aith and. Prattice, perf g warty hah 
WERE of making thofe for whoſe U ez Y. were 
happy. 3. but NOS, to be a faithful my all t 
2055 ent, relating either to their Happineſs or Miter, 


as not 
which FT happened, or ever ſhould 5 5 from the Cre- 


t was 
ian of the H/orid to tlie Piſſilution thereof, that, 
2 65 foretold thoſe intergſtin 5 — before they happe — 1 
wo Things which might otherwiſe be attributed to _— Cauſers 
1 by. and to have been brought about by human Means only, or 
the ofthe | which idalatraus Nations 4 attribute to the Pater and 8 
ner of their falſe G Gag 8, when wy took place, might 
a1 manifeſtly appear to have been the Work of his Ag 
„8 af Hang, and plainly demonſtrate, that the AA High ruleth lach n 
ed up che 18 and Mpoſeh of all Things therein according to 
per FA. A 
| greeably to theſe Reflections, it may be ob 
= 7 che whole Bak i is made up of Hiſtories, Pr 8 Ber 
{6 * 1 trines, which are ſo contrived as that the Hiſtaries ſnew th 
on . 3 Bf Completion of the Prophecies ; the Prophecies confirm the 7 Truth 
yl of the Histories; and, both of them prove the Divine Authority 
10 * of the Doctrines Naa which tho they have never 
to thell hitherto produced thoſe great Effects in the World, which 
11 N might have been expected from them, whether we conſider 
* the Ke of their great Author, or their own natural Ten- 
* far, well be a Matter of the ey on heat did — 
Nadine! the Pre 45 ecies, and thoſe Hifories ſhew, tha 
128 q xk ge in this reſpect, but what was pre- or yon 
* 13390 who cannot t be juſt in all [A Di 9 
% fork rt-lighted Man — account for his Manner of Xo ; 
, for God's Ways are not like Man's Ways, nor his 'Thoughts 
0 1. = our Thoughts, A Gop who ſeems to take a particulag 
I nl daß wy in bringing: Good out of Euil; and a Gop, who hath 
n by ed to give a Reaſon for his acting in this Manner, 
78 the Declaration which he hath made, that he hath reſerved 
pan the moſt gracious Diſpenſations of his Providence to Mankind 
q 0 ere on Earth, to wait on that happy Period of Time, which 
My E i 17 1 ;ſdom, hath appointed for the glorious and 
he he a te it Dy 18 . of his Son, fo 1 ſtyled, in Scripture, 
t the Delay which hath happened on the Part of A.- 
| "to have mighty GOD, in compleating thoſe Deſigns which might - 
deen expected of bis Providence to have been brought to Per- 
been, 3 See Ifaiah xlvill. | 


C . fection 


| [ 20 ] 

feftion ere now, is ſo fat from juſtifying the 7 of the pre- 
font — their entertaining any Opinions, that becauſe thoſe 
great Things have never, as yet, happened in the World, they Þ 
never will; that, on the contrary, by his having hitherto ſo 

| y accompliſhed the many Predictions of the Prophets } 

at the Time which he had appointed for it, he has given the | 

firongeft Prasfs, that whatever remains of his Revelations, con- 

tained in Holy Writ, unfulfilled, will likewife be brought 

about in their Seaſon ; as St. Peter argues againſt the Scofers 

| or [nfidels of the Age in which he lived, in his ſecond Epiſtle - 
For, that ſome of the prophetic Writings contained in Scripture, | 
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have been fulfilled, is too evident to be denied, ſeeing the 
udgments of ' Ai/mighty GOD which are continued upon the 
ewrſh Nation; even to this Day, are too flagrant a Proof of it. 
The facred Mritings, accordingly, begin with a Relation 
| of the Creation of this our World, and, at the ſame time, give 
us to underſtand that this great Work was no ſooner brought 
fo Perfection, than the Ends for which it was created, were 
defeated by Man proving a Rebel againſt his great Creator © 
and Benefactor, tho' the whole of it was intended for his L.? 
and Benefit; and that, by reaſon of this Rebellion, this beauti- 7 
ful Creation ceaſed to be a Paradiſe to himſelf and his Poſterity | 
any longer, as it actually was at firſt, and would have always 7 
continued to be, had Mankind perſevered in their Obedience, 
in that Death, and all the Miſeries and Calamities which have 
been the inſeparable Attendants on the Sons of Adam, ever fince 
the Fall (Penalties which were threatened in caſe of the Diſ- 
obedience of our f Parents) and the great Power which the 
Devil, who tempted him to that Revolt, hath exerciſed in the 3 
Mord from time to time, ever ſince, are the fatal Conſe- 3 
. of that fir? of Tranſgreſſions againſt the Commands of 
3 e j 
And, as thoſe faithful Records begin with a Relation of the F 
Origin of all Things, ſo they end with foretelling that, as this 
Morid was once almoſt deſtroyed by Water, it ſhall, in time, 
be totally conſumed by Fire; but, that before this great Con- 
Napration, new Heavens, and a new Earth ſhall be created, in 
which Righteouſneſs, only, ſhall reſide; in which there ſhall * 
be no Sickneſs or Death, and where all Tears ſhall be wiped 
away from our Eyes : Expreſſions denoting, in a figurative 
Manner of ſpeaking, the ſame Things, as when it is faid, the 
Kingdoms of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord ane 
off bis Ohriſt, as will hereafter be particularly ſet forth. Theſe 
vents, we are given to underſtand, ſhall happen in Conſe- 
quence of the Seed of the Woman, who firſt gave Way to the 
201 by Temptation, 


ts I Temptation, bruiſimg the Serpent: Head ;' of the ſecond Adum s 
fe paying a perfect Obedience to thoſe Laws which the fir/? Adam 
oY 1 — ox ;- and of the 7 yolumary. e and 
o making Atonement: and Satisfattion for the Lajaſt; as alſo, 
ets that Satan being thus ſubd ſhould, after having filled up 
he the Meaſure o his Iniquizies on Earth, loſe his Power over. 
n- Manlind, and be bound for the Space of, One thouſand Years, 
ht. and, that thoſe latter, thus freed from his Yoke, ſhould, during 
all that time, once more enjoy a Paradiſe upon Earth, before 
che final Diſſolution thereof; and do Juſtice to their great Crea- 
tar and Lord, in regard of his having enjoined them the exact 
Obedience of his Laws, by their being able to diſcharge their 
Duty in that reſpect, and to % GOD's Hill n Eartb, as it is 
in Heaven ; which Times, that we may live to ſee, is what 
we are taught continually to pray for, and conſequently, to live 
in continual Expectation. of. : Por Rr 
. Agreeably hereto it likewiſe is, that our moſt excellent. Church 
directs all her Members to Prays that Almighty. GO D would 
bave Mercy upon all Fews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and 
zake from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of his Word; and fo {ach them home to his Flack, that they may 
ſaved among the. ant of the true Iſraelites, and be made 
one Fold under one , Feſus Cbriſt. 8 
As alſo; to make Interceſſion for the goad Eftate of the Catholic 
Church, in particular, that it may be ſo guided and governed ty 
his good Spirit, that all who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, 
may be led into the Way of Truth, and hold the Faith in the Unity 
of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and in 2 of Life; 
and laſtly, that he would beat down Satan under our Feet, with 
* more Expreſſions to the like Purpoſe. 
All which, 


[ 
. 


6 | as 1 juſt obſerved, will be brought about in or- 
der to diſplay the Fu/tice of Almighty GOD in reſpect of the 
, Laws, which he hath been pleaſed to ob/ige Mankind to a- 
ſerve : Every Lawgiver being, beyond Diſpute, unjuſt, who 
enacts ſuch Laws as cannot poſſibly be obeyed ; and GoD be- 
ing incapable of doing any Injuſtice at all. 
he Account of the Rs of the Dewil from that Al- 
legiance which he, as well as Man, owed to his Almighty Cre- 
ator, as we may p 7 from 55 is. revealed in ſacred MV rit 
concerning that fir/t. of Tranſgreſſions, is, that on Alnught 
.G OD having ned bas 2 of making a . In 
his wn Image, that would, in all other reſpects, be very much 
jeſe -4xfertor to all the angelic Order of Beings, and, of admittin 
1ſce- Jim into the ble? Abodes above, after his having qualified him- 
the ſelf, in ſome Degree, for it, by the. Exerciſe and Imtrovement 
jon, 2 "5 


Nee 

Kue Tobe, with which be was to be endowed, 
à certain Space of Time on Furtb, the Devil, moved wi 
Pine and Envy, inſeparable \Attendants/ on ech re- 
ſolved to oppoſe thoſe gracious Drererm: And having, r this | 
Rebellion againſt the Will of his Sovereign Lord, together with | 
all his Adberents, been expelled/ from the Manſions of Bliſs, and, | 
by chat means, deprived of that high Rank and Authorety which Wi 
he bore in Heaven, he perſiſted, notwithſtanding, in "retaining | 
and cheriſtiing the ſame malicious N truiterous enen, a. 4 
before his en. 1 
Kecordin „ vo Woner dd the Formation of our firſt Pr- 13 
rints, Which e had not Power to prevent, take place, but he 
ſet himſelf upon endeavouring to fruſtrate the Deſigns of Pro- 
vince by Tome other Meuns; and would actually have ſuc- 
reeded du his Unidertakings, in that be had been —— ws | 
vail on thoſe new created Favourites of Heaven, | by das 1 Y 
in Gov's "Commands, to withdraw- themſelves from 4 

aner which they owed him, as that grand Apaſtate him- 
' elf had done; had not our merciful Creator, who, as I before 
bÞſerved, delights to bring out of Evil, made this their 
Dripratibude and Dyſobedience, to redound to their greater Ho- | 


wour and kene and 10 the utter Shame and Confuſion of f. 


t hateful Spirit, who had tempted them to do it. 


or, no ſooner had Mankind fotfeited all the Favours of WF, 


—— by "their Full, but che Son -of GOD: himſelf conde- 


ſcended to engage, that, at a Time appointed for it, he would WÞ- 


"take brian Nature upon himpelf, and therein, not only, pay 
that perfect Obrdience to the Laws of GOD which e fr = 
Mun A failed of, but would, likewiſe, make — J 
tion to the injured Deity for their ever havi J 
through dy oh which Method of Proceeding, that very 
2 which had ſo greatly debaſed by Sin would be 
united to the Divine, and conſequently advanced to infntely 
e Bliſs, than it was at firſt 
tended, an 
deavoured, at ſo dear a Rate, to prevent. 
But, as this great Addition to the - Happineſs of Mankind 4 


than what that proud aud malicious Being had en- W* 


was to be conferred on them conditionally only, tho? in ſuch a 


Manner as that no one Perſon whatever wou d any more for- 
feit his Claim to it, but by his own F ailing in his Duty, and 
continuing in a State of Impenitence afterwards, the grand E- 
my of their Happineſs has been uſing his utmoſt Endeavours, | 
ever fince, to prevent it from taking Place ar aft - And for 
"this End, among other Stratagems Which he hath been conti- 
nually laying, in order to ſeduce Mankind, once more, from 


their 


| [ 13 ] 
Per gin to Gov in their own Pup, he hath; ofthe 
ne hand, been endeavouring to induce them to ttansfer "the 
Piep of the Bei to bis un Jef, by means of Hab, In 
hich he would make them believe that ſaperior Bermgs had 
Aken up their Reffdence + BEIN GS, who, if they were not 
he fupreme GOD himſelf, were, notwithſtanding, capable of 
ither granting the Requeſts that were made to them by their 
WW tories by virtue of their own Power; or, of obtaining it for 
em by their power ful Mediution. And, on the other hand, 
e hath been continualhy gene among Man- 
8:4 themfebves to invade; not -only natura] Rights of their 
li Creatures, but even the Prerogatives of their Creator 
, 28 he himſelf had done before them, by 
Ives up to go uy their own Ill only, and 


3 - 
Laws an ts behind them: And, as if that were 
ot enough, by cauſing : 5 to be worſhipped as Gods, 
ot only in their Life lime, but, even n In 
Which . 


Fr s 


m- s he hath ever hitherto met with ſuch graut 
ore Ncceſt, as muſt needs ſtrike every one, that conſiders thereof, 
eir ich AHoniſpm nan. F 
- And Things have ſo far anſwered his Ends, in this 
of at he hath thereby been continually offering the Bigben In- 
ih poffible to Abnighty G0 D; greatly enlarged his own 
of athoerity, by increaſing the Number of his $ ee and 
de- Wrought 1nexpreſfible Calamities on the whole human Rare: For, 


= 


> , and to the Uſarpation of the natural Rights of Man- 
Ind, may juſtly be attributed all the Miſerier that have ever 


mm, Chap. xiv. and the 112th and following Verſes; as alſo, 
what will be further advanced in the Proſecution of this 
bject ; and conſequently, thoſe two great Evili maſt be both 
Wterly put an End to, before ever their Happineſs can poſſibly 
ke place on Earth. | | 

Agreeably to theſe Reflections it may be obferved, that the 
onder of 'thefir/t of the four great Monarchies which have 
cceeded each other in the World, is called in Scripture Nim- 
chat is, being interpreted, the Rebel, or Apoftate from 
0, and is ſaid to haye been the fame Perfon as was Wor- 
ypped after his Death by the Name of Hel or Baal, which 
ord ſignifies Lord : A Worſhip paid him on Account of the 
Wthority which he had in his Life-time ꝝſurped over the Na- 
ns which were fituated in his Neighbourhood ; and an Ex- 


I 37 JS 


urs, . 
1 for Nee which has been followed in the Perſon of many a Tyrant 
nti- ce his Days. - , 


The great Power and Influence which the Devil acquired 


GVO 


fallen them; agrecably to what is ſet forth in the ¶ iſuom vf 


— —— 


from whom the great Deliverer of Mankind was to 


Ft. 


Things which 1 GOD did continually in their Fa. 


at length he was ſo far provoked by the grievous Crime 
which they committed from time to time, as to withdraw 
his Faru and Protection from them, in Conſequence of the! 


[ #4 ] 
over, Mankind;by their Revolt from Go p, ſbewed itfelf, in- Havi 
deed, as early as there were Objects for it to exerciſe itſelf {por 
upon, and the, defective M onſbip paid by Gain to the Deity, ſe: 
and the Treachery and Gruetty — by him upon his Bro- Weir 


ther Abel, whoſe Worſhip was rightiy 1 in Conſe- ent 


ence of the Sacrifice of the one havin n rejected, and troy 
| of the other accepted, was none her than the Tipo heir 
an Prelude to that falſe Io Warkip Was about ſo znzyer- iti 

to prevail, and to all thoſe Mae and nd Perſe ecutions which Mom 
"wicked and irreligious 2 were in future Fes es Yo exerciſe f th 


Elem. the Laut os, the Profeſ rs. 08 Urol 1 * 


ap" ag 

1 5 = of 8 fntediluvian; Warld: under the 4. d thi 
aleyolent and Powerful a Being as the Chil ous 

En Spirits, grew in Proceſs, of time to ſo. monſtrous ſhade 

ght, and became ſo intolerable, that Almighty GO D, FB. 

.to ts SR Houſe thought it neceſſary ta deſtro all its In- n 

* —.— of t —5 whom he reſerved as a iel. Lare, 
ewith to Tho 

I among this righteous Seed 4 0 there, bas 77 — 2 

Hum, and even the belt of it ſoon degenerated, and il an 

ſo W gary that a, particular Family was ſingled. out 7% 


from among the. reſt, and became GoD's | peculiar E oY 


my after — ſubdued their grand Hes, was 17 12. al ; 
a Rod of Tron, and freak + in Pieces, all wo 4 
tie at pretend; to obſtruct his Reign, like a Fate | 


*. 2 the Famil i in | whom .all Nations were 2 be chase 8 
were not, more highly diſtinguiſhed by Aue 
they were greviouſly oppreſſed by the FF ws 4 

7 al ;, and thewr Deliverance out of Egyptian Badge b by 5 

which they were fo ſorely diſtreſſed, typified, in particular, 


the ſtill greater Deliverance that was to be wrought for e. 
whole Church o . 9D, by their graciau Redeemer from the n: 
Power of the . 3 


But ſo arent. Jnfluwe had the, grand Enemy of Mankind ovel 
even the Feral; People alſo, that, notwithſtanding the great! 


vour, they were always rebellious againſt him: For | which] 
Reaſon he gave them up from time to time into the Enema 
Hand, and they that bated them, became Lords over them, til 


haviny 


[15] 

in- Waving thereby thrown off their Allegiance to, and | 1 
tlell pon him: Crimes among which Idolatry was the Chief, at 
city, at after they had been ſo far infatuated, as to reje him for 


ro. eir King. The Conſequence of which Deſertion above- 
"iſe. Whentioned was that their Temple, and their Cities were de- 
and 4 royed, and they themſelves, carried away Captive out of 
pe of | Poeir promiſed Land, into that very Country from whence their 
ver- wt Anceſtor at firſt ſet out, when he ſeparated himſelf 


hich rom his iddlatrous Relations, that he might follow the Worfhip 
rcile * | the True GOD only. Wo , EC D ' 
Tru: This dreadful Calamity which befel that favourite Nation, 
ns exprefly threatened, and plainly foretold ſhould happen 
In- them, in Caſe bey, hke their Forefathers, proved rebel- 
Chief dus againſt GOD their Saviour, by Moſes who had been 
ade the Inſtrument of their Deliverance out of the 'Howſe 


trous 


y 
= Bntage, and, who had been their Conductor towards the 
„ In. und firwing with Milk and Honey, the Poſſeſſion whereof they 
righ- Pere, according to Promiſe, then about to enter upon; and 
no had, preparatory thereto, framed a Con/titution for-them 
ſown Church and State, which they were injoined to maintain 
and Il another Prophet ſhould ariſe, and become the Mediator of 
1 out new, and better "Covenant. And the ſacred Penmen, after 


bat great Prophet, and Lato-giver, give us an hiſtorical Ac- 
24 43 —4 of Wee and Nation, till the fall Keeumpilb 
ae a ent of the great Event, which he had fo threatened and 
bing Pretold: After which, Daniel, and Eſaras proceed to foretel, 
nes, Nat Almighty GOD would chooſe! another Nation than the 


ews, for his favourite People, together with all thoſe other 
„ chu eat Events which were to happen to his Church in all Ages, 
che Commencement of the Kingdem of the Meſſiah, and, to 
e End of all Things: To whom St. Fohn in the Revelations, 
particular, as well as our Saviour himſelf in the Goſpels, 
d all the 7eſt * the Prophets in their reſpective Writings, 
for th. Pe⸗ witneſs : For to this great, and 4a Event, all Things 
m the hat were foretold by them do ultimately refer, though they 
vv oh have — in or and on other r 
4 over erth accompliſhed : Jeſus Chriſt being the Alpha an a, 
s ove e End of the Len, ane hs Prophet 3 — the — 
ir Fa: ons contained in ſacred Writ, having been taken and ap- 
Which lied in that Senſe, by the laſt of all the prophetic Writers, 
nem © beloved Diſciple, who leaned on his Maſter's Boſom, and 
ho ſeems to have been inlightened by Revelations extraordi- 
Orime , in Proportion to thoſe Favours by which he had been 
thdravi© nighty diſtinguiſhed by our Saviour himfelf whilſt on 
* art * R 
havin” © — 
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2 2 of the Church of that faunurite Nation | 
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tending them, their living to —.4 a fu Completion there 3 
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of it, we may wel} preſume,” has for Reaſons alrea- 
given! As for thoſe ory concerned the ſeven *® 
ches of contained in the ſecmd and e 5 
and which, it 18 Ftid, were Jhorth © *to come to, paſs. f Jo 
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their Impenitence, thought it ne for chem to fu rim K 
themſelves with ſome Sort of Plea againſt Threatnings 0 Tut] 
as well as, ſo expreſs. However, ' theſe Writings are 1 
of. the moſt exalted Hymns to God and Chriſt, and = = el Y hc 
orthodox and important Truths in other reſpects - 
ſuch obs of their divine Original along Pg 1 85 PO one 
would have thought would have e guarded them ſecurely againſt | 
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And tho* theſe Writings have fince that Time, been taken 
into the Canon of the | ſacred Scriptures,” and univerſally receiv- 
e by the Chr:ftian Chuch, pet do they ſtill lie under | no ſmall } 
Difrepute with ſome : Bi 1 ant which hay been carried ſa | 
far, as to occaſion that bal Say ing, namely, 
that the Revilations have 8 found thoſe who have indea - 
voured to underſtand, and explain AR. * 12 


4 19 


the more impious and pro in_that 

bee "ble, 1 hae nd 2 they, that 

nderſtanding of the Words f 

this 2 Things that. are written therein ;, 
i. e. keep, them ſo as to avoid thoſe. abominable ions, 


both in Fuith and Praftice, which it is foretold th 
Generality of Chriftians would fall into; and a Difr ute that 
hath very-probably been brought upon them by a Core 
rupt- , . who is ſenſible enough that ſhe eng; is but 
too plainly pointed out by them, as appears from the Commen... 
taries of Teveral of her learned Members: I mean the Church 
of Roms. A Church that hach labouted by all Manner of 
devilifſh Artifices to invalidate the Authori bu to ſet aſide the 
Uſe of all the Teſt of the Mord of Godin ike Manner, in that 
it is ſo very contrary to her Ductrines and Praclices, in ordet 
to r for ee of her emply, as well 


Bat, as 22 the prophet etic Writings the Revelation of St. 
Jobn are thought e moſt — 3 ſo on the oth, 

che Prophecies . Daniel, which are ſet forth more £30 
Eſd#az, are ſo very clear, by feaſon of the Interpretation 
thereof having been given at the ſame time (I mean ie moſt 
Par of Eſarat his Prophecy that relates to the fourth great 
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ne in ſupport their A ertions, or at leaſt ſuch as do not deſerve that 

» $i Name; whereas on the co „ it will be made apyear.in | 
bee, the farther Proſeeution of the ubject which I am now 
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11 E Prophet Daniel tells us, that he had been carried 


| away Captive out of the Land of Jude into Babylon, at 
the ſame Time with King Jaboi aim; and that he was one of the 


- Youths of Quality, which Neb«chadnezzar the Conqueror of it, 
| had ordered to be educated in the Land of his Captivity, iu 
ſuch a Manner as might quelify him for the Service of the State, 
as we learn from the Firſt Chapter of his Prophery; That in Pro- 


deſs of Time, this great King dreamed a Dream, which lay ſo 
very heavy upon his Spirits (tho* the Particulars of it had ſlipt 
his Memory) as chat he could by no means get rid of the Unea- 


ſmeſß Which it gave him ; that thereupon he commanded all the 


Katned Men of his Kingdom to appear before him, in order to 
diſcover to him, not only the Interpretation of his Dream, but the 
very Dream itſelf; and that upon their not being able to perform 
ſo unyſual'a Task, he had ordered all of them, withour any Ex- 
ception, to be deſtroyed. A Sentence, which would have been 
dre Rs in Execution, had not Almighty God been prevailed 7 
upon, by the Prayers of onr Prophet and his three Friends, to re- 


Deal the King's Matter to him, in a Night Viſfos, in order to * 
vent them from periſhing with | the reſt of the Wiſs Men ; 
theſe Things are ſet forth Chap. ii 


The Circumſtances which gave Occaſion to this King's Dream, 


q dre as follows, Nebopolazzer, called Belodach Baladan (2 Kings 
"XX. 12.) one of the Princes who were Yaſſals to the King of A 


[yria, and Governor of the Province of Babylon, taking Advantage 


ol the wonderful Deſtruction of Senacherib's Army before Feru- 


ſalem, and the Aſſaſſination of that Prince himſelf, by two of his 
own Sons, in conſequence thereof, as he was making Supplica- 
tions to his falſe God, whom he had in (6 daring and blaſphemous 


a Manner preferred before the Swereign Lord of all Things (as 


we may read 2 . ä xix.) had been n by — 
B to 


(29 
to prevail ſo far again ſt his Lord, namely Eſarhadzdon, the Succeſſor | 
of that imbious Tyrant, as to depoſe him, and to place himſelf 
upon his Throne, and in bringing that great Revolution about, 
had deſtroyed Nineveb, the ancient Seat of the MHrian Mo- 
narchy, and made Balylen the Metropolis of his Kingdom. A 
City, which Nebucadnexxer greatly enlarged afterwards, and 
made exceeding magnificent, anſwerable to the vaſt Extent of his 
Kingdom, the Greatneſs of his Power, and the Honour of his Ma- 

jeſtys as it is expreſſed Chap. iv. 30. And upon this Account it 
is, that the frſ of the Four great Monarc hies of the Horld is ſome- 
times called the Chaldean and Babylonian, as well as the AM rian 
Empire; Babylon being ſituated in the Country of Chaldea, and 
the Metropolis thereof. TTY 
This great Prince which I have been ſpeaking of, taken up 
probably * with thoſe vaſt Deſigns of extending his Zmpire at the 
Expence of tbe. Liberty of all other Nations, which he afterwards 
put in Execution with-Succeſs in reſpect to the greateſt Part of 
them, (as may be ſeen from Jer. Chap. xxv, xxvii.) and of ma- 
king it boundleſs in reſpect of Time, as well as of Extent of 
Territory, . had a Dream reveal'd to him, in order to make 
him ſenſible of the Vanity of ſuch an Intention, by giving him 
to underſtand that Univerſal Monarchy, how much ſoever ambitious 
Princes might aſpire after it, belongs to God only,. and that he 
would accordingly, one Day, found ſuch an Empire upon Earth, 
* as would, ftritly peaking, deſerve that Charafer, without any 
thing being able to controul his Will. This Dream is related 
Chap. ii. as follows: | | | D 
And in the ſecond Year of Nebuchadnezzer, &c. 3 
Fut, By the latter Days to which it is ſaid Verſe 28, this 
Dream. relates, is ſignified the Days of the Meſſiah, ſtiled the latter 
Day, not only becauſe the laſt Revelation of Ged's Will to Man- 
kind would be inade in them; but alſo becauſe it was to laſt from 
the Appearance of our Saviour, to the End of all Things: as we 
are given to nnderſtand from Sacred Writ, particularly Heb, 1. 
1, 2. 1 Gor. xv. 24, 25..—and conſequently the Days here 
ſpoken of, not only refer to the State of the Humiliatiom of Jeſus 9 
Chriſt, and to the did Condition of his Church here on Earth, % 


* See Chap. ii, 28. 
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but to the Friumphant Reign of the one, and to the Flquriſhing 
Eſtate of the other, which, as it is plainly foretold every where 
in the Prophetic Writings, will ſucceed before the Diſſolution of 
it, as will be made appear hercafter. 

Secondly, By the great Image, whoſe Brightneſs <vas excellent, 
and the Form theredf terrible, which was repreſented to ſtand be- 
tore King Nebuchadnezzer Verſe 31. is pointed dut the four great 
and glorions Menarchies, or Empires of the Merli, which, it is 
hereby foretold, wou'd ſucceed each other in Courſe, and laſt 
till the Introduction of the Kingdom of 47eſiah here upon Earth. 
For, that by the Image four Monarchies are pointed out, appears 
from the Interpretation which is here given of this Dream Verſes 
3, 6, &c. where particular Mention is made of theſe four Kingdoms, 
as pointed out by the ſeveral Parts of this Image, and of the Suc- 
ceſſion which they would have to each other, when it is ſaid, 
Thou (meaning Nebuchadnezzer) art that Head of Gold, and aſier 
thee ſhall ariſe another Kingdom inferior to Thee, and a third Ring- 
dem of Braſs, and the fourth Kingdom ſpall be ſtrong as Iron. And 
that theſe Kingdoms are to laſt till the Introduction of the 
Kingdom of the Aab, appears from its being ſaid, that in the 
Days of theſe Kings, the God of Heaven hall ſet up @ Kingdom, Cc. 
Verſe 44. 


The Great Glory alſo, which would attend theſe four on- 


. archies here ſpoken of, above all «ther Kingdoms which would exiſt 
at the ſame Time, is here pointed out by the excellent Briehtneſt 
of the Image; and the 73 yranny which' they would n by 
the terrible Appearance which it made. 

Thirdly, By the Head of this Image, ſaid Verſe 32, to have been 
of fine Gold, is pointed out the Monarchy, at the Head of which 
Nebuchadnezzer himſelf at that Time was, namely, the Aſſyrian 
or Chaldean Empi re, as appears from Daniel's telling that Prince 
in explaining his Dream to him, Jerſes 37, 38. Thou art that 
Head of Gold, as J have chſerved above. The Foundation of 
this Empire was laid by Nimrod, as ſoon after the Flood, as the 
Earth begun to be populous, tho' he made Ninereh the Metropo. 
lis of it at that Time (as may be ſeen Gen. x. 7, 8, 9, 10 and 1 t) 
as all his Succeſſors continued to do, till Nebopolaſſer deſtroyed it, 
and together with his Son Nebuchadnezzer, choſe Babylon for his 
Scat. This Head of the Image is here ſaid to be of fine Gold, tn 
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denote that the Principles upon which it would be conducted, 
would be much more valuable than any of thoſe Ng bm, which, 
it is here foretold, would ſucced it; as Gold is much more preci- 


0 | © ons than either Sikuer, Praſs, or ron, to which they are in this 


Paſſage compared. For, that the Superiority of this Kingdom 
here ſpoken of, hath regard to the Excellency of the Principles 
upon which it would be conducted, in compariſon of the reſt of 
them, and not to Extent of Dominion and Territory, or any ſuch 
like Advantages, appears from hence, that the Perſian Empire 
not only commanded the very ſame Countries as the 4ſfjrien had 
done before it, but even extended its Conqueſts farther than that 
ever did; that the Greciay Empire did the very ſame in reſpect 
of the Perſian, as the Perſſan had done in reſpect of the {ſjrian ; 
and the Roman the very ſame in reſpect of the Grecian : For of 
thoſe four Empires it is, ** as will be ſhewn 
hereafter. 

Now, if the Superierity of the Kingdms here ſpoken! of, had 
no Regard to Extent of Dominion and Territory tory, to what elſe can 
it be ſuppoſed to relate, but to the Excellency of Principle above- 
mentioned? And that this actually is the Thing in Queſtion, 
will be ſhewn when I come to treat of the Prophecy contained in 
the vii Chapter of this Book. A Prophecy, which will be found 
to be the very ſamg as this here, with only ſome additional Cir- 
cumſtances. 

Bur here I would not be underſtood to mean, as if the Prinri- 
ples upon which any of thoſe Empires abovementioned e'ther 
were, or would be, conducted, would be excellent in themſelves, 
but by way of Compariſon only ; On the contrary, the fre and 
very beſt of them all was, in reality, ſo very bad, as that the Metro. 4 
polis of the laſt and evorſt of them is from thence ſtiled by St. Fobn,> © 
Rev. xvii. 5. Babylon, the Mother of Harlots, or Fornications, as it 
ſtands in the Margin, and Abominations of the Earth; becauſe 
from Babylon it was that the firft Invaſion of the Sacred and Civil 
Liberties of Mankind, after the Flood, had its Riſe, as I have 
already obſery'd ; and that it would be owing to Rome, that it 
would be carried to its utmoſt Height : Pornication being a figu- 
rative Expreſſion made uſe of in the prophetic Writings, to point 


put — * as Abominations * the Earth "ns abſolute and 
arbitrary 
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arbitrary Government, without having regard to any Laws, cither 
human or divjnt, as will be ſhewn hercafter. 

4thly. By its being ſaid, at the fame time, that the Breaſt and 
Arms of the Image vas Silver, is pointed out the Perſian Monarcl y, 
which was ftiled likewiſe the Aingdom of the Hedes and Perſians ; 
as alſo that this Monarchy ſhould be of a Value inferior to that in 
whoſe room it ſucceeded. _ 

Now that by the ſecond Monarchy, none other than the Perſian 
is meant, is plain, in that the faid Monarchy actually d1d put an 


End to the Aſſyrian Empire, and eftabliſh'd itſelf in its room, as 


Daniel not only foretold it ſhould do, Chap. v. 25, 26, 28, but 
lived to ſee it accompliſh'd alſo; for in the following Verſes ir 
is ſaid, that in the ſame Night <vas Belſhazzer the King of the 
Chaldeans ſlain; And Darius the Median took the Kingdom: 
During all whoſe Reign, as alſo in the Reign of Cyrus the Per- 
ſtan, it is ſaid, Chap. vi. 28. that hit Daniel proſpered. And that 
this Kingdom ſhould not be of ſo much Worth and Value as the 
preceeding, appears from Verſe 39 of this Chapter, where it is 
ſaid expreſly, that after thee ſpall ariſe another Kingdom inferior to 
thee ; even as laferior as Silver is to Gold in Value: A Value 
which hath Reſpect to the Goodneſs of its Principles as aforeſaid. 

Sthly. By its being ſaid that the Belly and 7. highs, or Sides (as 
it is in the Margin) of the Image were of Praſs, is pointed out 
the Grecian or Macedonian Monarchy ; as alſo that this Monar_ 
chy ſhould be ſtronger, and of a greater Extent, than either of the 
preceeding Empires, tho" at the ſame time of leſs Worth and Va- 
lue alſo. 

Now, that by the third Monarchy, none other than the Grecian 
is meant, is plain, in that the ſaid Monarchy actually did put an 
End to the Perſian Empire, and eſtabliſh itſelf in its Room, as 
Daniel likewiſe foretold it ſhould do, Chap. viii. by the Viſion 
of the Ram and of the He Goat; by which he tells us expreſly, 
that the Kings of Media and Perſia, and the King of Grecia, are 
denoted. And that this Kingdom ſhould be ſtronger, and of a 
greater Extent, than either of the preceeding Empires, tho" at the 
ſame time of leſs Worth and Value, alſo, appears in regard to the 
Firſt of thoſe Inſtances, from its being ſaid, that it ſhowld bear 
Rule over all the Earth, which is a Circumftance that 1s not ſaid 
of either of the Kingdoms which preceeded it: And in regard 
"0 
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of the ſecond;from the Value of | Braſ, to which it is compared, 
that of Braſt being leſs than either Silver or Gold, to which the 
preceeding Monarchies were likened, by which nothing can be 
meant than that as Braſs is of leſs Worth and Value, than either 
Gold or Silver, ſo the Kingdoms pointed ont by theſe Metals 
would excell cach other i in that Reſpett ; and conſequently that 
this Kingdom pointed out by the Braſs, would be viler than ei- 
ther of the other two, in reſpect of its Principles of Government. 

' Gthly. By its being ſaid, Verſe 3 3, that the Legs of the Image 
evere of tron, and bis Feet part of Iron and part of Clay, is pointed 
out, not only the Roman Empire, but alſo that it would be in 
Proceſs of Time, under two different Conſtitutions or Forms of 
Government, namely, the Old Roman, and the Holy Roman, or 
German Empire; that under the frft of theſe Conftitutions, name- 
ly, the Oli Roman, this Empire would be far more pocuerful 
and extenſive than either of the preceeding ; and at the ſame time 
of leſs intrinſic Worth and Value, too; that under the ſecond of 
theſe Conſtitutions, namely, the Holy Roman, or German Empire, 
it would be very ſtrong in 1% and yet very weak in ſome other 
Reſpetts ; that towards its latter End, this Empire would have 
zen Sovereign Pocvers at its Head, at one and the ſame time, name - 3 
Iy, an Emperor and nine Elefors ; that the weak State into which 
this Empire wonld fall, would be occaſioned by ſome Diſcords 
and Diſſentions which would ariſe among its ten Heads abovemen- 
tion'd, and which would chiefly take their Riſe from, and be 
owing to, ſome Jnter-Marriages, which would take place among | 
them; and which, rho* intended at ſirſt to wnite and frenothen i 
the Body Politic, would be made, afterwards, to ſerve quite difſe- ll 
rem Purpoſes ; and that the worth and Value cf this Empire here 
ſpoken of, under its Iaſt Conſtitution, would be baſe and vile to 
the utmoſt Degree. 4 

Now, that by the fourth Monarchy, none other than the Reman 1 
Empire is meant, is plain, in that the Roman State did actually 
put an End to the Grecian Monarchy, as will be ſet forth here- | 
after, and was, ſome time after, changed from a Republic i into a | 
Monarchy, ſucceeding, by that Means, in the room of the Grecian: | f 
Of this Monarchy or Empire, Daniel ſpeaks again, Chap. ix, 24, 
25, 26, where he gives us to underſtand, that the Ale ſſab would 
appear, and be put to Death under its fr? Conſtitution; and that J | 

| | | in 
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jn Conſequence thereof, the City and Temple of Fernſalem, toge- 
ther with the Sacred and Cui! Liberties of the Jecviſh Nation, 
would be quite deſtroyed by the People of the Prince, who jbould 
come in thoſe Days. As alſo, that under its ſecond Conſtitution, 
pointed out Verſe 27, the pure Worſhip of Almighty God, which 


*% world be preſerved at that time in the Church of the People of the 
t. Saints, ſpoken of Chap. vii. 25, would be aboliſh'd by Anti- 
ze Chriſt, who would find mean to put himſelf at the Head of it. 
d As theſe Things will be very plainly made appear when I come 
in to treat of that Paſſage. For, that this Empire would be under 
of teuo diſterent Conſtitutions, or Forms of Government, appears from 
1 the Diſtinction which is made in this Paſſage between the Legs 
— of tron, and the Feet and Toes, part of Iron and part of Clay: A Di- 
fil finction, which as plainly points out the different Conſtitutions 
me p wich would take place in the Enpire of which I am ſpeaking, 
of three different Aonarchies were pointed out in the foregoing 
re, part of this Dream, by the Gold, the Silver, and the Braſf of 
ter which the brage is ſaid to have been compoſed ; and that theſe 
avs Conſtitutions can be none other than the O14 Roman, and the 
ne- Hoh Roman, or German Empires, appears from hence, that as 
ich the former of thoſe Empires ſucceeded the Grecian M onarchy (as 
ords bath been hinted above) fo the Holy Roman, or German Empire 
N 4 was founded upon the Ruins of the Old Roman. This Circum- 
| be IF fiance alone is ſufficient to prove this Propoſition to be Fact, 
og tho' there are other Circumſtances which will be taken notice of 
as by and by. That under the firſt of theſe Conſtitutlont, namely, 
1 Fe- a the Old Roman, this fourth Monarchy, or Empire here f. poken of, 
here ( uld be far more powerful and extenſive than any of the preceed- 
e to ng ones, and at the ſame time of leſs intrinſic Worth and Vale 
doo, appears from its being ſkid (in conſequence of the Legs of 
ds the Image being repreſented to conſiſt of Lyon) that be fourth 
ually Kirg an ſhall be ſtrong as Iron, for as much as tron breaketh in Pieces 
Ls all Things. And as tron breaketh all theſe, 6 hall it break in piece, 
e's nnd bruiſe. For as to the firſt of thoſe Inſtances, tho? it was ſaid, 


that the :hird Kingdom ſhould bear Rule over all the Earth, as has 
been already obſerved; yet that Expreſſion, of a/? the Earth 

muſt evidently be confined to all the known World a: that time 
But, as more of the World was known in the time of the Roman 
Epire, than in the time of the Forxd:y of the Cecian Monar- 


chy. 


chy, vamely, Alexander the Great, and as we are given to nr 
Rand, by the Expreſſions made uſe of above (as un breaketh all 
theſe, ſall it break in pieces and bruiſe) ſo it is plainly pointed out 


_ hereby, that all the known World, i in the time of the old Ro- ö 


man Empire, would ſubmit to it, tho! it comprehended many 

Countries which were not known at the time in which the Gre- 
cian Empire flouriſhed. - And as to the ſecond. Inſtance, namely, 
that it Could be of leſs intrinſic Worth and Value, that Circum- 
ſtance is pointed out by its being compared to lon, a Metal baſer 
in Value than either 2raſs or Silver, or Gold, by which the three 
Kingdoms which preceded it, were pointed out. 

This Value, which is here aſeribed to the Kingdoms above 
mention d, is comparative only, as I have already obſerv'd, and 


hath regard to the Principles upon which they would be condur- 


ted; Principles which have a Reſpect to the Sacred and Civil Li- 
berties of the Subjects belonging to them, particularly of thoſe 


belonging to the pure Church of Gad, in all the difterent Ages of | 


the Norld, from the time in which this Dream came to Nebu- 
chaduezzar, to the End of all Things, as I have hinted at alrea- 


dy, and as I ſhall more fully make appear hereafter ; conſequently 1 | 


thoſe Monarchies are pointed out as growing more and more im- 
pions, in regard of the high Pyeragatives of Almighty God, and 
more and more cruel and tyrannical towards the Profeſſors of the 
True Religion, in proportion as they ſucceeded to cach other. 


That under the ſecond of theſe Conſtitutions, namely, the Z/oly | f 


Roman, or German Empire, this fourth Monarchy here ſpoken 
of, would be very frong in itfelf; and yet very eveak too, appears 
from the Feet and the Toes of the Image, by which it is here 


pointed out, being fad to conſiſt of Iron and Clay ;. and in conſe- i 
quence theregf, that it ould be partly rom, and partly braten 
pr brittle : ſtrong, in that there would be in it af the Strength f 

the Iron ; and broken, or brittle, in that the von was mixed with 
mirey Clay: Materials of a Natut e quite oppoſite to each other 
in that as nothing is fronger than Irons ſo nothing 1s <veaker than 


Hire. 
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That this Empire towards its latter End would have ten Soe. 
reign Powers at its Head, at one and the ſame time, namely, an 
Emperor and nine Elefors, appears from the Toes of the mage be 


ing ſaid to point out Kings, or Sovertign Powers, Verſe 44. an 
Emblem 3 
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| * Emblem which is very fitly made uſe of for that Parpoſe ; for, 
as the Toes of a Human Body are the chief ſupport of it, ſo the 
Emper.r and the Elefors of the German Empire are the chief Sup- 
port of that Body Politic alſo. Agrecably hereto, we find thoſe 
ſame Powers pointed out again by ten Horns of a Feaſt, Chap: 
vii. which Horns are alſo ſtiled Aings. as will be more particu- 
larly ſet forth when I come to treat of that Paſſage. 

That the <veak State into which this Empire would fall, would 
be occaſioned by ſome Diſcords and Diſſentiams which would ariſe 
among its ten Heads abovemention d; and that theſe Diſcerds 
and Niſſentions would be occaſioned by Iter-4/arriages intended 
to unite and ſtrengthen the Empire, appears from hence, that in 
regard of the firſt of theſe Inſtances, the Feet and the Nos of the 
Inage (by which this Empire here ſpoken of, and its ten Chiefs 
are pointed out) are ſaid to have been part of ven and part of 
Clay, than which no fitter Emblem can be found to denote any 
Diſcords and Diſſentions which might ariſe in that Empire, and 
among theſe Chiefs by: In that Iron and Clay are Materials of 
Nature's ſo very oppoſite to, and different from, each other; 
That it is not poſſible, by any Means, to make the one to incor- 
porate with, or (as it is expreſs'd, Verſe 43) to cleave to the 
Other. And, in regard of the ſecond of theſe Inſtances, it is ſaid 
expreſly, that they (3. e. the Pocvers pointed out by the Toes) ſpall 
mingle themſelves with the Seed of Mien; but they ſhall not cleave one 
#2 another, even as tron is not mixed with Clay. For here ſome 
Inter-/arriages between thoſe Chiefs are plainly denoted, by. its 
being ſaid, that they ſhall mingle themſelves ewith the Seed of Men > 
an Expreſſion than which nothing more fitly points out Marriage 
8 Then the expreſs Mention that is made, that thoſe Marriages would 
IF not in the leaſt canſe them # cleave ene to the other, plainly im- 
IF plics that they were intended to nite and ſtrengthen the Bedy 
Politic, of which thoſe Princes, among whom they were to take 
Place, would be the Heads; and it may well be inferr'd from 
its being ſaid that they ſhall not cleave one to another, as Iren is 
not mix d with Clay, that th oſe Diſcords and Diſſontrons ſpoken of 
above, would chiefly take their Riſe from, and be owing to thoſe 
Inter-}larriages,' becauſe the Eniblems and figurative Expreſſions 
here made uſe of, very fitly point out, that the oppoſite and jar- 
ing Intereſts which would ariſe from thence, might as well be 
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reconciled, 25 von miglit be made to incorporate with Clay, 
which can by no means be brought about, and conſequently the 
weak State into which this Empire would fall, would be greatly 
owing to the Circumſtances juſt ſpoken of. 

There is yet another Circumſtance, which points out that the 
eveak State into which this Empire would fall, at the times here 
ſpoken of, would be occaſioned by the Diſcord and Diſſentions 


which would ariſe among its ten Heads; and that is, the Feet of i 
the wages conſiſting of ſuch oppoſite and jarring Materials as | " 
they did, being divided into ten Parts by the Toes, which, i 


eveak as they would have been other<iſe, muſt needs render them 
much <veaker fill. Agreeably hereto, it muſt be obſerved, that 
the Stone which is repreſented as deſtroying this Image, ſmote 
upon the Feet which were of Iron and Clay, and break them in 

Jeces, and conſequently upon the Toer at frſt, as they are ſita- 


ated at the Extremities thereof. A Situation which points out, 
at the C ireumſtance of there being ten Soverei Poxwers at 


| che Head of the German Empire at once, will happen at the latter 
End of it, by the ſame Rule, as that the Head pointed out the 

t of theſe Momarchies, the Ereaſt and the Arms tlie ſecond, the Belly 
and Thighs the third; the Legs the Old Roman, and 'the Feet the 

derman. 

Now the Emblem of the Feet and the Toes of this Image, yl 
be allowed, on all Hands, to point out very fitly an Empire with 
zen Sovereign Powers at its Head; who inſtead of having à dug 
Regard to the common Wal, in conjunction with each other, ſeek 
ſeparately to promote each one his private Concerns, how much 
ſoever it may be to the Prejudice of his {fociaces in particular, 
or of his Country in general. A Conduct 'which muſt neceſſarily 
enervate the Strength of the whole State, how great ſoever it 
might naturally be, when a ſtrict Union is preſerved therein 
And, that the Worth and Value of this Empire here ſpoken 
pf, would be baſe and vile to the utmoſt Degree, appears from its 


9 being repreſented to be in reſpect, even of the old Roman Em- 4 


pire, in proportion as Von mixed with Clay (Matexials than which 
ſearce any thing can be more uſeleſs) 1 is to fron a moſt uſeful Me- 
l. 


Bl othly, By its being ſaid, Verſes 34, 35, Thou ſacveſt till that a 


Stone was cut out without Hands, which ſmote the [mage * his 
eeh 
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(11) 
Feet eobich <vere of Tron and Clay, and break them to * Then 
<yas the Iron and the Clay, the Fraſs, the Situer, and the Gold, broken 
7 pieces together, and became like the Chaff of the Summer's T, kreſb- 

Floors, and the Wind carried them acvay, that no place chat 
— for them; and the Stone that ſinote the Image became a great 
Mountain, and filled the whole Earths is pointed out, that when 
the German Empire would be in ſuch Circumſtances as is de- 
Fribed above, — the bigh Prerogatives of the Deity, together 
with the Sacred and (vil Liberties of Mantind, would have been 
invaded to the utmoſt. Almighty God himſelf ſhall ſet up a 
Kingdom, by the immediate Interpoſition of his Providence, which 
from ſmall Beginnings would foon become ſo very powerful; as 
that it would attack and overturn, and put an End to the German 
Embire in the firſt place, and afterwards the Turkiſh and Perſian 
alſo; that is to ſays all the Gevernments which would be at that 
time eſtabliſh d i in thoſe Countries, which woui'd have ever been 
under any of the four great Mondrchies above mentioned, The 
Government of that Nation only excepted, in which the Aingdone 
of Cad iiſelf would be at that time ſet up. An Erent which 
would prove ſo very fatal to the Monarchies juſt ſpoken of, as 
that the Eſtabliſhment of them again, or of am other Governments | 
n;pon the like /mpjons and Tyranical Principles, as they wol 


| have been conducted from Time to Time, would never take 


place in the JY/orld any more: But that on the contrary the King- 
dom of God would extend its Empire over the whole }/or1d, under 
the Direction and Management 1055 certain Nation or People which, 
by the the Appointment of God, would exiſt and flouriſh ar the 
Times here pointed out, for that Purpoſe juſt mentioned; as alſo 
to be the A lum for the true Religion to take up her Abode in 
for Prote#ion, Maintenance, and Defence : A Kingdom which will 
laſt till Time ſhall be no mote. 

For, that Alnighty God himſelf, will ſet ap a Kinodom: when 
the German Empire ſhall be under ſuch Circumftances as theſe, 
by the immediate Interpoſition of his Providence, appears from the 
Emblem of the Stone which qwas cut out of the Moumain withoug 
Hands. The meaning of which, as given by Daniel himſelf, 
Verſe 44. is, that in the Days of thofe Kings, meaning the ten ſove- 
reign Powers, who are to be one Day at the Head of the German 
Empire, Viz, an Emperor, and nine EleFors, 2 the God of Hea- 

32 1 


(12) 
den fet up Nimdbm The Stone plainly pointing out the King- 
dem, and its being cut but without Hands, that it would be ſet up 
by Providence itſelf, inte rpoſing therein. avg 
That this Kingdom would have its Riſe from ſmall Begimings, 
and that it would foon become very pocverful, appears from its 
being repreſented as a Stone, only, at firſt, tho' it. grew to be ſo 
very large, as to become a Afourtain that filled the <vhole Earth. 
That it would attack, and overturn, and put an End to the 
G Empire in the firſt Place, appears from its being faidy 
that the Stone ſmote the Image upon his Feet, <obich were of Iron and 
_ Clay, by which Emblems, and Expreſſions J have ſhewn already, 
thar Empire was meant, as alſo the Rein which would befall it. 
That it would ſerve the Turkiſh and Perſian Empires in the 
ſame Manner, appears from its being ſaid, that not only the Iron 
and Clay «vere broken to pieces, but, that the Braſs, the Silver, and 
the Gold alſo, underwent the ſame Fate together. For the 
German Empire muſt ſomerimes be taken in the Prophecies. of 
Daniel in ſo large a Senſe as to include all thoſe Countries, that 
had ever been under its Juriſdiction at any time, as will be made 
appear by and by, viz. of all thoſe which made up the Weſtern 
Part of the old Roman Empire, England only excepted ; and as 
that Empire is pointed out by the Iren and the Clay, ſo it ĩs plain 
enough, that by the reſt of thoſe 1/aterials the Turkiſh and Per- 
ſian Empires, and none other can poſſibly be underſtood, becauſe 
thoſe ancient Afonarchies which were pointed out by them as above» 
were deſtroyed ſo many Centuries before there was an Emperor and 
nine Eleftors, at the Head of the German Empire (a Circumſtance 
which hath but juſt taken place) And becauſe thoſe two Empires 
in queſtion, conſiſt of all' thoſe Countries, which made up the 
Faftern and Southern Part of the old Roman Empire, and all the Gre- 
cans Perſian, and Aſſyrian Empires alſo at this time. 
That England is the only Country, which was under the ald 
Roman Empire in tbe We eſtern Part of the Ii orid that did not 
lecome a Part of the German Empire, appears from hence, thar 
Scutland never ſubmittcd to the Roman Yoke, and that there 
rever was any Attempt made to bring Ireland under it: For that 
ae the reſt of the I eſtern Part of the old Roman Empire, namely, 
Cermam, (under which Title the L Countries, and Scyitzerlands 
tegether with Hungary, Bebemia, and the reſt of modern Ger- 
m any 


A eee 
many were included; and France, Sa in, and [taly, (under which 
Titles Portugal, Savoy, and the Ind. in the Mediterranean upotr 

he Coaſts of the ſaid Countries, . as well as thoſe Countries them- 
ſelves were included alſo) acknowledged either Chariemayne, 
or Charles V. for their Heads, at the Time that they were upon 
the Impertal Throne of Germany, hath beenhinted at already. Now 

as, England never became a Part of cither the German or Turkiſh 
or Perſian Empires; and as it is a Nation, that always ſtruggled to 
pheſerve its Conſtitution againſt the [wuaſion of the Sacred and vi: 
Liberties of the Subject (an Invaſſon upon Account of which, 
theſe Governments juſt mentioned, are threatned with utter Ruin) 
it may be well concluded from thence, that it will not ſhare the 
ſame Fate with them. On the other Hand, common Senſe tells 
us, that the Government of that Nation in which the Kingdom or 
God is to be ſet up, never will be utterly put an End to, becanſe 
ir will, on the contrary, deſtroy all other Governments, and laſt, 
Itſelf, for ever; as will be ſhewn by and by. And, that Zrgland 
actually is the Nation in which the Kingdom of God, here ſpoken 
of, will have its Riſe, will be made appear hereafter in the far- 
ther Proſecution of this Subject, as plainly, as I have ſhewn al- 
ready, that the German Empire is pointed out here. 


That the German, and Turkiſb, and Perſian Empires will be ſo 
intirely put an End to, as that they never ſhall be re-eftabliſh'd 


again, nor any other Governments upon the like impions and ty- 
rannical Principles, appears from its being ſaid, that upon the 
Stone, ſmiting upon the Feet of the Image, and reducing all the 
Materials of which it was compoſed into Duft, the Mind carried 
them away, that no Place <vas found for them; and that the Son- 
which ſmote the Image became a great Mountain, and filled the <obole 
Earth. | 
That the Kingdom of God will extend its Empire over the whole 
'orld, and be under the Direction and Management of a certain 
Nation, or People, which Providence has ordained to exif, and 


fouriſh at the Times here pointed out for that Purpoſe, appears, 


in the firſt Inſtance, from the Paſſage juſt quoted, namely, that 
che Stone, by which this Kingdo is here pointed out, filled the 
whole Earth, and in the ſecond, from its being ſaid, that the King- 
am ſball not be left to other People; from whence it is plain, that 
would be left to me certarn People, or other, But what People 

is Cn 


nd | 

' can. theſe be, but ſich as the God of Heaven will for that 
rpoſe, namely, the People of the Saints, ſpoken of Chap. vii? 

That the Country of the Pale here ſpoken of, will be the 
Olum for the true Religion to take up her Abode in for Protec- 
tion, Maintenauce, and Defence at the Times here pointed out, ap. 
pears, not only from what may be naturally inferred from its 
being ſaid, that the Kingdom ſhall not be given to other| People, 
but alſo from another Expreſſion which ſtiles that God, the God 
of Heaven, as Heaven is an Emblem, made uſe of in the Propbetig 
Writings of the Oli and New Teſtament, to point out that Coun-, 
try in which this Kingdw of God, here ſpoken of, is to be ſer up; 
aud the Title, of the Saints of | the moſt High, an Appellation, to 
diſtinguiſh the Nation or People, who are to have the Direction and 


thereof: An Zmblem, and an Appellation very fitly 


made uſe of to point ont both the Ahlum, and Guardians of the 
pure Church of God, as St. Paul gives us to underſtand, that both 
the Land. of Canaan, and the Jecviſh Tabernacle were a Type of 
Heaven, Heb. xi. 8 and 16. viii. 5. Ix. 24, Sc. and as the /{ra- 
elites were ſtiled a Holy Nation, or Saints, Exod. xix. 6. becauſe 
that Comntry was allotted them, upon Account of their being the 


mighty God, appointed to be celebrated therein ; as theſe Things 
will be more. particularly ſet forth hereafter. 


And, that this Kingdom of God ſhall laſt till Time ſhall be no 3 4 
more, appears from its being expreſsly ſaid, wer. [44, that it ſhall | 


never be and that it ſpall ſtand for ever. 
.  8thly, By its being ſaid, that the great God hath made knowon to the 


King <phat [hall come to paſs hereafter, and the Dream is certain, and 


the Interpretation thereof is ſure, is ſignified, that Almighty God had 


revealed theſe Things to Nebuchaduez2.r, (who was at the Head 


of the firſt of tbeſe Aanarchies long before any of them happen d) 


a8 A Token that when they did happen, from Time to Time, 4 
there would be nothing dove, but what was according to his 


Will; and, as a Memorial alſo, by which to aſſure his faithful 7 


Servants, that, as certain as ſome of the Events here foretold, did 


actually happen and come to paſs, ſo certain world it be, that 1 


all of them would be fulfilled in their Seaſon. 


* 


Guardians of that Tabernacle, and bf the pure Morſpip of A | I 
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P 
de Dream i#ſelf, agrteably to the Explanation which hath been 
given of the Emblems, and Figurative Expreſſions contained therein, is 
as follows. | | 

« We are given to underſtand by it, that it relates to the Pure 
Church of God in all Ages, from the Times in which it was re- 
preſented to Nebuchadnezzay, to the Diflolution of thisTerreſtria} 
Globe, taking in both the Afilitant State of it under thoſe Tyray- 
nical Empires here ſpoken of, and its Triumphant State undey the 
Kingdom of Meſſiah, its great Head. | 

« Aprecably hereto it is expreſsly foretold by it, that four great 
Monarchies or Empires would ſacceed each other in Courſe here 
on Earth, the Glory of which would be moſt excellext, and the 
Tyrany which it would exerciſe molt terrible. We are alſo here 

iven to underſtand, that Nebachadnezzar, himſelf,” to whom this 
Dream was repreſented, was at the Head of the firſt of theſe 
Monarchies, at that very Time, ſtiled the Mrian, or Chaldean 
Empire: That the Perffan Monarchy, ſtiled alſo the Kingdom of 
the Medes and Perſians, would, in Proceſs of Time, overturn 
the Empire ſpoken of above, and ſucceed in its room; and that 
the Government of it would be conducted by Principles which 
would be ſtill more d-rogatory to the Honour of Almighty God, 
and more deſtructive to the ſacred and civil Liberties of Mankind, 
than that of the former ; 'that the Grecian, or Macedonian Monar- 
chy would overturn the Perſian aiſo, in Proceſs of Time, and 
ſucceed in its room; and be of a greater Extent than either of the 
= former, at the fame Time, that the Government of-1t would be con- 
X ducted by Principles, which would be ſtill more Impions and Ty- 
*X #anical than that of the former; That the. Roman Empire would, 
in Proceſs of Time, overturn the Grecian alſo, in its Turn, and 
ſucceed in its room; an Arzpire which would be at different Times 
under tevo different Conſtitutions or Forms of Government, namely, 
the old Roman, and the Holy Roman or German; That, under 
the fr of theſe Conſtitutions, namely, the old Roman, this Empire 
would be far more powerful and extenſive than either of the three 


# | Preceeding Monarties abovementioned, and at the ſame tine, that 


the Government of it would be conducted upon Principles which 
would be ſtill more Inpious and Tyranical than either of them; 
That under the ſecond of theſe Conſtitutions, namely, the Germans 
it would be very ftrong in itſeh and very «reak in ſome other 

| a Reſpects, 


Repel ag it would haye . its latter End, ten Sovereign 
Powers, at one and the ſame Time, at its Head, namely an Eu. 
feror and nine Electors, among whom ſome Diſcords and Diſſention | 1 
would ariſe, chiefly-occafioned by means of ſome Inter- marriage, 
which would take place among them; rter-marriages, which | 
would be deſigned at * to unite und frengthen the Body Politic, 
but which would be made , afterwards, to anſwer quite differen; 
Parpoſes ; and that-the Government of it would be conducted by, 
Prinriplet, of a ſtill worſe Tendency than any of the preceeding 
ones; That, when the German Empire ſhall be in ſuch Circum- 
Kances as theſe, . Almighty God himſelf will ſet up a Kigdm, by 
the immediate Interpoſition of his Providence, which from ſmall 
Beginning s \ would ſoon become 16 very pocverful, as that it will attack 
and overturn, and put an End to the German Empire in the ff 
Place; and afterwards, the Tunbiſb and Perſtan alſo, that is to 
Hy, all thoſe Governments, which will be at that Time eltabliſh'd 
ia all the Countries, which have ever been under any of the four 
great Monarchies abovementioned, the Government of that Nation 
only 'exceptcd, in which the Kingdom of God itlelf ſhall, be at thay 
Time ſet up. An Event, which will prove ſo very fatalto the Go- 
dermments here fpoken of, as that the Eftabliſhmenr ofithem again» 
or of any other Governments. upon the like lunpious and Tyranaical 
Principles, as they would have been conducted from Time to 
Time, would never take place in the World any more: Whilſt, 
on the contrary, the Kingdom of Gad will extend its Empire over 
the whole H/orid, under the Direction and Management of a cer- 
tam Nation or People, which would exiſt and flouriſh-ar the Times 
here pointed: out, for the Purpoſe juſt mentioned; as alſo to be 
the Ayu for the True Religion to take up, her Abode in, for 
Projection, Maintenance, and _— a . which * 1 
el Ti ime. ſhall ve no more. X 40. 


Remarks « on | the - frquing Dream. 


ft. That the Mrian or Chaldean, Perſian, Grecian, or 
Matedonian, and Roman Empires, (diftinguiſh'd by its two diffe- 
rent Conſtitntions of the Old Roman, and German Empires) are 
pointed out in this Prophecy, appears very plainly from what 
hath becn already ſaid upon. that Subject, as I think. But leſt 


ny 


40 


t ſhould remain, it may not be amiſs to recapitulate 
That 1 have already ſaid upon that Head; and at the ſame time to 
expitiarea little further thereon, in order to ſet it in a ſtillelearer 
Light. No Daniel, as I obſerved before, tells Nebuchadneztay 
expteſlyy that the Aingdom, at the Head of which he himſelf at 
that time was, is pointed out by . the Heal ef Gold, which the 
imatd was repreſented to have; and adds; after thee ſhall aviſe 
another Kingdom 3 a Kingdom which cannot poſſibly denote any 
other, than that of the Medes and Perſians, in that it actually did 
put an End to the 4ſjrian Empire; whilſt Belſhazzar, the Grand- 
ſon of the Prince juſt mentioned, was at the Head of it (a Fate 
which Jaiab and peremiab, as well. as Daniel, had forctold 
ſhould happen, J xxr. 2,9% Fer. xxvii. 6, 7, Dan. v. 28; 30» 
$1) and eftabliſh'd itſelf in its room. The bird Kingdom, ſpo- 
ken of in this Nream, cannot poſſibly mean any other than the 
Grecian Monarchy, in that it actually did put an end to the 
Kingdom of tlie and Perſians, * eſtabliſh'd itſelf in its 
room, as Daniel had alſo foretold ſhould happen, not only in his 
viii. Chapter, under the Emblems of the He Goat, and of the Ram, 
as 1 have already obſerv'd, but in his xi. alſo. In which Cha- 
ter, laſt mentioned, he not only ſets down the Number of Kings 
which. were to be at the Head of the Perſtan Monarchy before, 
the coming of the Prince, who would engage in an Attempt 
a gainſt the Liberties of Greece (the Miſcarriage of which would 
8 pave the Way for the Ruin of that Empire, meaning X#rxes), 
but at the ſame time, he alſo very exactly deſcribes Alexander the 
Great, who overturned the Perſian Empire, and founded the 
Grecian Monarchy in its room, together with the Diviſion of, 
that Kingdom at his Deceaſe, and the ars which would ariſe 
between the chief Princes belonging to it, till the timg of 4ntio-. 
chus Eyiphanes, the great Perſecutor of the Jewiſh Church, and 
the Type of Anti-Cbriſt, and till the Romans, by the Defeat which 
they gave that Prince as foretold, Verſes a8, 19, put it out of 
the Power of any other Prince belonging to the Grecian Monar- 
chy; from ever diſputing their Swpertority over them any more, 
and conſequently put a final End to it: A Circumſtance which 
ſcems to have been hinted at Verſe 20, at which place the Hi- 


ftory of the Princes belonging to that Enpire ends. For Verſe 


21 begins with a Relation of the Tranſactions of Anzi-Chrift, of 
— which 
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which Aatiochus was the Type, as I have already 'obſerved:, A 


Prince who is to ariſe under the Holy Roman Empire, as will be 
Kt forth hereafter. The fourth Kingdom in this Dream, cannot 
poſſibly mean any other than the Roman Empire, as that State 
actually put an end to the Grecian Monarchy, at the time of its | 

being a Republic, and ſucceeded in its room, from whence it 
came afterwards to be changed into a Monarchy. And of this Mo- 
narchy Danie / ſpeaks alſo, as I have already obſerved, tho in 
darker Terms than of either of the preceeding Kingdoms. But 
Eftras, in giving a farther Interpretation of the Dream of which! 


am treating, in his fecond Book, and xi and xii Chapters, de. 


Eribes it ſo ciecumſtantially, under both its Conſtitutions, as to 
equaf any of thoſe Deſcriptions, which bad been given by Daniel 


himſelf, in regard of either the Rae or Grecian Monarchies, 4 


taken notice of above. | 2 
In the mean time, the a#ua! Succeſſion which theſe four Monar- 
p” have had to each other; together wich the Prophecies, 2 


which ſo particularly point out che great Events which were to M... 
happen under them, ſo long before they came to paſs, cannot A . 
ſafter any Donbt to remain, but that they, together with yp . 


pointed out in this Dreay, of which I have been treating. 


As'to-the Degeneracy uf Principles, which it is here foretold, f. 


would paſs from one of the Empires, here ſpoken of, to the 
other, ſhall beg leave to defer ſhewing, that this Circumſtance 
hath been fulfilled hitherto in that reſpect, till I explain the 7. 


fon relating to theſe Beafts, or Manſters, related in the vii 2 Mh. 


of this Book, by which they likewiſe are pointed out. 


- 2dly. As to the Riſe of the German Empire, as alſo of the Tur- Y 
kiſb, and · modern Perſian Empires, it muſt be. remarked, that it 4» Ce 


was owing to two falſe * Prophet, the Grand Coryupters of the Ci. 
ſuan Syſtem, who firſt entered upon Poſſeſſion of their ſurped Au- 


chority, according to learned Writers, in one and the ſame Lear, 


namely, the P ope of Rome, and Mahomet the Arabian. One of 4 


the Hucceſſors of the firſt of theſe was the Projector of the German 


Empire, and actually put Charlemagne at the Head of it; and two © 
of the Succeſſors of the latter, who differed from each other as to 
* The Word Prophet, ſignifies the Preacher or Propagater * 
of Religion, as well as the Forcieller of future Events. F 4 
| | | * ome 7 


1 
ſome Points of Religion, hamely, Omar and al, became each 
of them, the Founder of a religious Sect, both of which continue 
to this Day: All which grand Events happened in the follow ing 
Manner: * __ | 

Conſtantine the Great, a Native of South Britain, one of the Go- 
wernors of ſome of the Provinces of the Roman Empire, having 
by the Defeat of the Tyrant Maxentius, put himſelf at the Head 
7 of it, rf made the Chriſtian Faith the eſtabliſh'd Religion of that 
IE Goverment, he beirg a. Chriſtan bimſelf but having transferred 
he Seat of that Empire from Rome to Conſtan tinople during his 
ife time, and divided the Countries be lor ging to it, among his 
bree ns at his Death, that whole State fell from thence for- 
wards, by little and little, into fo declining a Condition at laſt, 
Was that the People, which founded the modern Perſian Empire on 
the one Hand, and the Turkiſh Empire on the other, over-ran 
Wand ſhared all the Eaſtern and Southern Provinces of it between 
1 hem, and even the City of Conſtantirople, the Metropolis itſelf, 
3 hilt, on the other Hand, the Northern Nations of Europe, 
Funder different Names, as well as under different Leaders, broke 
4 


in upon and over-run all the Weſtern Provinces, which had 
Ft to it, ſo that there did not remain any Shadow of 
hat Monarchy which had ſo long tyranized over, and given 
Laus to the World, except that Power which the Pope had uſurp'd 
rom time to time, by putting himſelf at the Head of the People 
of Rome, and cauſing himſelf to be eſteemed, not only the Uni- 
verſal Director of all Spiritual Affairs, but a Temporal Prince alſo. 
his Prelate and Prince, however, finding himſelf too weak to 
bring thoſe Banbarous Nations abovementioned, to ſibmit to his 
authority in either of theſe Capacities, bethought himſelf of a 
eme, which would anſwer his Deſign in a great Meaſure, and 
Fhat was to re-eſtabliſh the Roman Empire, under the Title of 
the Holy Roman Empire, and of ſetting ſome certain Prince, that 
Pas in Communion with him upon the Throne of it, that by this 
reans be himſelf, might be acknowledged as its Head in Siri» 
alt, whilſt the other preſided over it as to Temrporals. | 
Theſe Things being thus reſolved upon, he caſt his Eyes upon 
harles, called afterwards Charlemagne, or Charles the Great 
ing of France, a brave and warlike Prince, as the fitteſt for the 
Aerial Dignity ; and after having privately ſertled Matters with 
im inrelatipn to his future Conduct, he put the Imperial Crown 
4 C 2 upon 


4 


- 
* 


4 
- 
* 
1 
* 
ut 


if 
p 
1 
8 


__ 
..4 


a 

# 
3 

\ . 

"oj 

7 

1. 1 \ 

* 

ww 


3 
7 


* 


* * 
13 

this Head with great Solemnity on Chriflmas-Day, in the 
Yau of our Lord $00, and 134 Years after the Emperor Phocas, 1 
had dignified. one of this Ponzif”s Predeceſſors, with the Title of 
unverſa / Biſbop or Pope. A Word, which being derived from 
Papa, Father, denotes his being become by that Title the Father 
of the Church. This Period of Time relating to the firſt Riſe of 
the Papa] Authority, I ſhall make appear, is exact, when I 
come to explain the Emblems and Figurative Expreſſions, which are 

_ uſe of. Rev. xiii. 18, 

Nor was the Holy Father in the leaſt miſtaken, i in regard of the 
Preference which he had given to Charles above all the reſt fm 
the Princes, which were at that time in his Communion. For he 
being already . in Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of France, found 
Means, in Proceſs of Time, to make Italy, Germany and Spain, (in 
which Countries were included all that Tract of Land upon the Con- 
tinent, which extended itſelf from the leſtern Ocean, the Briziſh 
Charnel, and the Mediterranean Sea to the Baltit, and to the Fron- 
tiers of Poland and Tur bey, to the Northward and Eaſtward thereof, 
the Iller in the Mediterranean Sea ſituate upon the Coafts of Spain, 
France and Italy included therein alſo, that is, as I have already ob- = 
ſerved, all thoſe Countries of which the J/efters Part of the old 
Roman Empire eyer conſiſted, England only excepted) to ſubmit tio 
his Authority. France and Spain, however, threw off their De- 
pendence upon that Empire in Proceſs of Time, as Eſdras had fore- 
told they would do. And at the ſame time he foretold alſo, that 
theſe two Kingdoms juſt mentioned, would preſerve themſelves 
In 2 State of Independence, till the Times ſhould come when 
the Germanic Conſtitution itſelf, was to be put an End to, as will 
be made appear from Chap. xi. Ver. 23. compared with Chap. 
x11. ver. 22. Et. of his Second Book, when : .come to rn 
thoſe Paſſages. 

In ſhort, Charlemagne W his Power 1 to fo great an n Height, 
agthat Ct. Boulainviliers, who is deſervedly eſteemed to have been the 
beſt Hiforian, that ever wrote of the ancient State of France, ſays, 
in his Hiſtory of the ancient Parliaments of that Kingdom, pub- 
liſh'd here in England by Subſcriptions of ſome of the preſent 
Royal Family, ſays, that this Prince was either fear'd or lov'd, by 
the = diſtant Nations, who, in conſequence thereof, were 
continually 
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continually ſending Ambaſſadors to him ĩ in order, either to * 
ſerve the Continuance of his Friendſhip, or to prevent the Effects 


of his Diſpleaſure. 

But, tho' this Prince became ſo very great and formidable ar 
the Head of this Empire, yet none of his Succeſſors ever made 
any great Figure in it, till Charles the Fifth A Circumſtance 
which was chiefly owing to the Intriegues of the Heads of the 
Romiſh Church. who, no ſooner ſaw thertſelves freed from the 
Danger to which they had found themſelyes expoſed from the 
barbarous Nations of the North, on the one Hand, and the mercileſs 
Turks on the other, by the grand Bulwark which they had raiſed 
againſt them, but they begun to make Encroachments upon the 


E | Imperial Dignity, by making their own Power to be eſteemed as 


Superior to it. A Circumſtance, which they found means to carry 
to ſo great an Height at laſt, as that they took upon them even 
to tread upon. the Necks of Emperors and Kings, and to diveſt them 
of their Diguitiy, diſpoſing at the ſame time of their Dominions to 
whomſoever they thought fit, in like manner as the old Pagan 
Emperors of Rome had done before them. which Emperors did 
theſe Things by virtue of their having been veſted with the Of- 
fice of High Prieſt of Jupiter, as well as their being at the Head 
of a State, which was 1/iſtreſs of the World ; whilſt theſe Pontiffs 
did it by Virtue of their being /7 cars of Chriſt, the King of all 


the Potentates upon Earth. 


But, to ſhew the Inallibility of all human Schemes, at the 
Time that the Holy Fathers had carried their Authority to fo 
great an Height, as that they thought themſelves ſecurely fixed 
in it, finding that all their poſitions, how groſs and abſurd ſo 
ever, were greedily ſwallowed by the ignorant, unthinking Multi- 
rude, whoſe Conſciences they had for many Ages, kept in Chains, 


dy means of the numerous Bands of their religious Emiſſaries, 


which they had diſperſed every where, a poor Fryar * of one 
of thoſe Orders, which had been inftituted for 2 Support of 
their Authority, by breaking through the Duty which he owed, 
to o his Holineſs, and preaching againft the Legality of the impious 


7 Aar tin Luther, 
Power, 


62290 


done before him, brought about ſuch a Reformation in the 
Church as gave his Authority a deadly Wound, and had like to 
have aboliſhed it every where, as it actually did, not only. in 
ſeveral very conſiderable Countries in Europe, but in a great 


fame Notions prevailed greatly in France alſo. 
In this fore Diltreſs, the Holy Father had” recourſe to 
Political Schemes, in like manner as his Predeceſor, the Contriver 
| of the German Syſtem, had done before him ; and in conſequence 
+ thereof, he cauſed it to be inſinuated to Charles the Fifth, at 
that Time Emperor of Germany, and King of Spain, that if he 
fuffered the Head of the Church to be diveſted of his Authority, 
it would ſoon pave the Way for the Head of the Empire to be 
deprived of his Dignity alſo, and that therefore they onght 


repreſented to him, that it was very eaſy for him, aſſiſted by 
theſe immence Treaſures, which came continually to him from 
the Necv orld, to put himſelf at the Head of an Univerſal Mon- 
archy: A Project, in which the Pontiff would find his Account 
alſo. And, in order to prevent the French King from falling 
of from his Communion, he made uſc of both Threats, and 
Promiſſes : Threats to Abſolve his Catholic Subjects from the 
Allegiance, which they had Sworn to him, and to give his 


vately at leaſt, as that this ambitious Prince ſhould not be able 
to ſwallow him ap, ſhould he ever attempt to it. 


which had been put into his Head, and which his Ambition 
fpurr'd him on to put in Execution, on the one Hand, ſet about 
reducing the Proteſtant Princes of the Empire to the Obedience 
of the Holy See withont delay, and on the other ingaged himſelf 
in Wars with the French King, to oblige him to ſubmit to his 
Laws; in order to bring both which Deſigns to bear, he 
fought upwards of Seventy Battles, though with *. Succeſs, 
And, being convinced at laſt, that the Hand of God was againſt 


maindet of his Nays, having divided his great Dominions be- 
tween his Sen, and his Brother in order to prevent the like 
Schemes 


Power, which he hed den cpon ls as bis Passen hes 


Part of even Germany itſelf, whilſt at the ſame Time, the v very 


either to ſtand or fall together; and at the ſame Time it was 
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Kingdom to Charles; and, Promiſſes to aſſiſt him ſo far, pri- 


Charles, in the mean Time, big with the Mighty Project, 


bim in theſe Attempts, he retired into a Monaſtry for the Re» Þ 
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7 Schemes from being engaged in by any ef his Family, erer 

| ter. 

"_ Precaution of his, howeter, did not anſwer the Ends 
which be had propoſed to himſelf. For his Son Phillip, the 
Second of Spain, to whom he had left that Kingdom, together 
with the Seventeen Provinces of the Netherlands, and his talian 
Dominions ; as he had left the Imperial Dignity, and his Ger- 
man Territories to his Brother Ferdinand; his Son Philip, I ſay, 
receiving much greater Treaſures continually from the New 
World, than ever Charles had done, was perſwaded by the 
Heads of the Romiſh Church, to attempt the putting himſelf alſo 
at the Head of an Univerſal Monarchy, tho his Father had miſ- 
carried in that Project before, at the Expence of ſo much Blood 
and Treaſure, as well, as of ſo much Danger and Fatioze ; 
and, in order to bring it to ſucceed the eaſer, he got himſelf 
into a firm Paſſeſſon of the Kingdom of England, as he thought, 
by his Marriage with Queen Mary. A Kingdom, which was 
2XT& look'd upon even then, as the Chief of all the Northern Hereſy, 
as they ſtiled the Reformation. But that Princeſs dying withont 
Nie, before he had ſufficiently eſtabliſhed himſelf therein, he 
afterwards thought of compleating his Scheme, by endeavour. 
ing to prevail on Queen Elizabeth to admit him to her Bed alſo; 
and, upon his not finding himſelf likely to ſucceed in his Ad- 
dreſſes, he ſet about endeavouring to carry that Point by Force, 
which he could not come at by fair Aſeans. For which End he 
fitted out ſo formidable a Fleet, as that when the Pope ſent it 
his Benediction with great Solemnity, he Blaſphemouſly ſty led it In- 
vincible. This grand Armada however being defeated, and 
diſpers' d by the Providence of Almighty God, and the Bravery of 
the Queen, and her Loyal Subjefts, the Naval Pover of ain was 
bv much broken by it, that it hath never made any conſiderable 
Figure again to this Day. And the Queen following the Blow 
which the had given, made very great Reprizali upon the 
TX $arniards during the Remainder of her 

After the Deceaſe of that glorious Princeſs, and the Acceſſion 
of James the Firſt to her Throne, thoſe avowed Enemies of the 
Frateftane Religion in general, and of the Kingdom of England, 
Fw hich was now become the great Bulcvark of it, in particular, 
F had recourſe to if and Intricgue, inſtead of Force ; and _ 


ta) 
idea & fir with that infatuated Prince, as t to induce him tames 
1 to ſuffer his S in Law the Elefor Palatine, to be ſtripp d 
of his Deminivis, and the Liberties of the Germanic Body at the 
fame Time, to be #ampled under Foot, and Deſtroyed. Which 
falſe Steps, together with ſome other which he was led on take, 
induced thereto in a good Meaſure by Means of Intricgues 
from the fame Quarter, laid the Foundation of thoſe great 
Troubles, which have befallen his Family ever ſince, particularly 
that unhappy Situation, in which two of the moſt conſiderable 
Branches of it, find themſelves at thit Day, namely, of eſteem- 
Ing cach other the greateſt Enemies which they have ; and in 
conſequence of ſuch an Opinion, of ſeeking ck others Rain. 
It fared, however, better with the Liberties of the Germanic 
250 in after Times, i in that they have been reſtored ſince in 
Meaſure, in order to induce the Proteſtant Princes of 

f to ſtand by their Heads, againſt the Attempts of their com- 
mon = the French, by «  Capitnlation entered into for that SE 
Purpoſe 2 
But, to return, Hain being become too weak a line, to carry - 

ot the grand Scheme of the Rom h Church by force of Arms, the Heads 
of it caſt their Eyes on Frame, as the fitteſt Kingdom to under- 
them, and Cardinal Rice lies having got the Reins off 
Goyertiment of that Kingdom under Lewis Xii, a very e 
ice, and Cardinal Mazavine facceeding him therein at hi: 
by and holding them all the Remainder of the Lifetime of 
that Prince, as. alfo during the Minority of Lowis xiv, thoſe art- iſ 
111 Miziſters catried the Power of that Monarchy to ſo great an 
ht, as, that if ?bejr Kemer had bin been pubſued, it muſt 
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long ere now in all human Probability have given Laus 
to all the Vorid. But Lois xiv. upon the Death of that Caf... 
na! Miniſter laſt merttioued, was become too hanghty and ſelf-. 
ſufficient, to be directed by C Hurchmen any longer, and by his I 
imperious and inſolent Behaviour towards even the Holy Father | 
himſelf, gave him plainly to unde rſtand the little Regard that I”: 
wound be paid him if ever that Prince ſhbuld be able to com- 
paſs his Deſigns: A Conduct which obliged the Poi to enter q 
into a League againſt him tho” the Pocvers which had 
therein were moſt of them Proteſtants, even they having Bu- 
lated to preſerve the RR of the Hen See, againft that Inva- 4 


ans 


W crewith th 
Fend thit in f 
nally aga init che 
Th * 2 of eber p . a Head of an Univerſal. 
Mmchy, and to ſue for Peace; which being ohtain di he was 
ſooti after called away to account for his Actions at the Thibwnab: 
of the Ling bry, ſome'of whoſe Attributes he had in his Profpe=: 
rity ſuffered to be aſerib'd-10- him by Wen 
Followers. 

Since the Death of that Prince, we have ſen Cardina di Fus 
# #5, who managed the Reigns of Government ſo long for Louis xv. 
TJ purfaing the very ſame Schemes, as the abovementioned Catinzlt 
had hols before him, not only with as great a Succeſs, but, per- 
haps, with much more Art and Cuiming. For theſe former had 
Recourſe to Arms, as well as Artifice ; a Means much more ex- 
IT penſive, as well as uncertain of Succeſs, than hurigue; eſpeci- 
* IM ally as this latter Cardinal liniſter had found. out the deviliſh Ari 
of making ſome of the moſt formidable Enemies which he had td 
8 dcal with, to do his Work with their own Money, and at their 
un Expence. What the Event of Texcin's Adminiſtration, who 
= afe&ts' to act only behind the Curtain, will be, if we may be 
allowed to draw Concluſions from Conſequences, will be nd | 
upon in Courſe. 
-  3dly.- That the Conſtitution of the old Roman Empire was dif- 
ferent from that of the German; is evident, in that the former 
had but one Perſon at the Head of it at a time, who governed 
abſolutely, and by his own, Mall, without Controul, tho' towards its 
Decline, the Zmperors were wont to take Aſſociates to them in 
their Lifeztime, in order the better to ſecure their filling the 
imperial Throne at their Deaths; whereas on the contrary; the 
Emperors of Germany were always by that Conſtitution, not only 


ſelf- controuled by the Les made by the Diets or Parliameiits of 
y his the Empire from time to time, but within ſome certain Spare bf 
ather Tine ifres i its Eſtabliſhment, by ſeven Zleforal Princes at firſt; 


that dy eight afterwards, and by nine ſince, as the Number of them 
com- lands at this Day, who became a farther Curb to him, from the 
entef time of inſtituting that Ofice; Events which were foretold by 
aged Eſdras, as J ſhall few 1 


/ a 


[is to 2 a>zpRg 900 - ts 

{The Period of Time whe! the Bee Dig Sy = LACY 
ian, is what have not been able to. ſind out with any. r- 
ann but the Occaſi on of the Inftitution of that Office, appears | 
more clearly. For; tho! the Pope took upon him to place Charle- 
u upon the: Inperial Throne of Germany at the firft Funda 
tient of that Emjiire, by bis an Authority, yet the [mperial Dignity 
hach been ele&iue:ever ine. This Elefjion was at frft in the 
People, and they had a Power of not only cenſurim their Prince, 3 
bur even him of his Authority, as well as of conferring it 
upon him, agreeably to the Cuſtom which prevailed at that time Þ 
in all thoſe Countries which had been over- run by the Northern 
Nations of Ziuvope, by which the People always reſerv'd to them- 
ſelves the-Pocyer of calling their Sovereigns to Account for their 
AhiſcinduE, and eren of depoſing them too if they deſerv'd it, as 
may be learnt, not only from Count Borllainvilliers above quoted, 
but from Verſtegan alſo, and all other good and impartial Writers, | 
Writers who give ſo many Inſtances of ſuch Fa#s, as that the 
Veracity thereof is not to be diſputed. But thoſe popular Elefions | 
came in time to be laid aſide, under Pretence of their being tu- 
anultuous;/ troubleſome, the. Cauſers of ill Blood between Neighbours, 
and the lite, without conſidering that the parting with that Pri- 
vilege, introduced not only much greater /uconveniencies, but even 
that worſe of Evils, the Loſs of Liberty itſelf. Upon this Altera- 
tion of the German Syſtem, the Power of electing the Head of 
the Empire became veſted in ſeven of the chief Princes thereof 
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enly, three of which were Ecclrſiaftic, namely the Elefters of — 
HMentz, Triers; and Cologn,' repreſenting the Body of the Clergy, ay 
and the other four Temporal, namely, the Eleftor King of Bohemia, _ FY 
the Befor Palatine, and the Electors of Saxony, and of Brandenbourg, i 15 
. koch of the Laity. An Event which it is fore- pol 
told by Zaras, would happen, in his ſecond Book, Chap. xi, . 
Verſe 23; as will be ſer forth hereafter. | be 
Upon the Plan juſt mentioned, the Affairs of this Empire were r 
cunducted for many Ages, till ſome time after the Reformation an 
had made its Way in the. Empire, as well as in many other Goun- ol 
tries, as bath been already obſcrved, Frederick Elector Palatine, n 
a Prince who was a Proteſtant, invited thereto by the States of hl - 
Bobemia, and encouraged to engage in that Attempt by France; 2 


as alſo by the reſt of the Proteſtant Princes of the Empire, endea- 3 
* is 


25 
> 
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J were to ſear himſelf,upon 


of — 


German Empire bears for its Arms, as the old Roman 


. 


. of that Kit ngdom aboye- 


= jy 2 de e of the Altria, Fact, A Vrines, of '! 
* was at that time at the Head of the. Empire, who dad 
ford d the ſaid States to acknowledg e "his Sn for their Kings | 
contrary to the general and * that ſo he might 

continue the Electoral Dignity in his Family. But the Fatber-in- 

Law of that enterpriſing Prince, Fames the Firſt of Great Pris © 
tain, abſolutely refuſing to aſſiſt him in his Undertakings, 45, = 
have already hinted at, and the French King being prevalled 


a Japon by the Pope, not only to deſert. the Cauſe which he 


had encouraged that Prince to engage in, he found himſelf for- 


4 ken by moſt of the reſt of his Friends. alſo; and being over= 


powered.at the Battle;of Prague, he ſoon, after ſaw himſelf ſtript 
Electorate, inſtead of finding himſelf in poſſeſſion off 
them, as he had been made to hope for. An Event: 


* inte out by Efaras. alſo, in the. Chapter 1 above, Vaſes 
3 25 and 320 as will be ſhewa herrafter. 
Y wow. Conſequence of the ill Succeſs of 7 prince above= 


d, that part of his Dominions, called the Upper Palati- 


u e, was given to the Duke of Bavaria, with the Electoral Dig- 


nity annexed to it; and the other Part of it was, in Proceſs of 
Time, reſtored to his own Family by the Treaty of Munſter, 1 it 


having been at the ſame time erected into an Eig bh Elefforate, 


And, at the Peace, of i Ryſwick, the Dominions of Hanover, be- 


beging to another Branch of bis Family, were made a Ninth 


Eliitorate, after that Affair had been a long: time upon 1 
'before ir-could be compleated. 

This Event of the Erectiom of a Ninth Eleflorate, i. e. of Eight b 
Res our other, which would be poſſeſs d by the Head of the EN 
Jive amſelf, Z/aras foretells in his 24 Book, Chap. xii. 19, 20, 
pointing them out by the Wings of the Eagle.” A Bird which the 
Empire did 
before ir; which Wings are there faid, by that Prophet, to 
mean Kings, or Swevejgn Powers. For the Emperor, Foſeph, was 
ati EleSor of the Empire, by Virtue of his being King of Bobemia, 
at the time of the Erefion of the Decrorate here ſpoken of, in like 
manner as his Ace bort had been for ſome Ages before. And it 


is upon that Account, alſo, that we read of no more than of fr 
Wings being upon the Eagle in the xi, Chapter, tho the Num- 
N 1 ber 
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ber of the Petra Porers, | out thereby, Vere never 
leß than ſeven in all one Perſon having been at "times thiere 


Painted out vol on pf | of the Saane, as well as of the 8 
Imperial . G and ng a the preſent Emperir, being 2 


the firſt Prince "that hath been upon. the Vnperia! Throne for 
Ages paſt, that as not veſted with the Huter Dignity, is vel 
89, with the Imperial . . . 
And here it may not be improper, Juſt to take Wine Al a 
Hfarat tells us, in the Paſſage above quoted, that the Germunn 
Empire will be 1 Duration, after the ninth Eleorghe mal! 
hays ſeen er All which will be more particularly e- 
when To come to treat of this Prophecy. Thie Hints 

rhich 4 have given of theſe Matters, ſerving only to illuſtrate 
Bs 7 2 "which I thought i it neceſſary to give of the Germanic 
9 75 Hatz which are given from à Boot, in which moſt of 
e great Eventt that have either already y happened, or which, it 
225 appointed by Providence, ſhall — happen, dating tb 
Time of che Roman Empire, under its laſt Conſtitution, a wel! 
as its firſt; were very circumſtantially foretold, tho neither that 
oy nor yet our Saviour having quoted it" by the 


9 


ame which Efaras himſelf? gives it, as I ſhall ſhew- hereafter, 1 
th hitherto'procured an Adrmiffion of it Web -_ Number. of 
the Canonical Books oF the Bible. „ 24724 
40 That the Grecian or Macedonian Empire inflveyed: thee 
Character, 'which is here foretold it ſhould do, namely, that it 
thould bear rule over all tbe Earth, 4.e. all the ird which was 
Known at that time, appears from the Hiſſory of thoſe Times, 
particularly from: Maccab. Chap. i. Ver. 1. Ge. as alſo from a 
Report which is generally believed, that the Founder of that Eu- + 
pe wept, becanſe he couild not find any more /orld; to conquer. 
And that the Roman Empire alſo, under it's ff Conſticurion, came 4 
up to the Character, which is here foretold it ſhould bear, en 
Shen ie is ſaid, That it ſhould be ſtrong a Iron, for as muchas Im ber 
dreaketh in Pieces, and ſubdueth all Things ; and as hon breaketh all 1 55 
abe ſbalit break is Pieces aud bruiſe, ver. 40. .appears from hence, | I 
that ae other Governments, could withſtand its Force, as ĩt i: 3 
ts too well known. to need that any thing more ſhould be ſaid upon 
this Head. Let, us now Fonſider, how far the German Expire 4 
domes up to the Character which is here ſaid it ſhould bear, in I 
Negard e of it shaving therein of the Strength of the Bon- I 
Non 4 
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"Now as actual very ſtrong under Charle. 
maighe, appears from What I have already faid of ie above ; that it 
was very ſtrong alſo under Charles V. appears from the: great 
Figure which that Prince made, even tho'a great Part of rhe Em_ 
fire was ſo far from uſſiſting him, that they were engaged in 
Wars againſt him, during a great Part of his Reign, and oppoſed 
Kim with all their Ae + and that it is very ſtrong. naturally, 
and in itſelf, appears from the great Extent of Territory; and the 
Situation thereof; the great Number, and Valour, and Warlike Dif- 
of ts Inhabitants, and the Riches which they poſſeſs : 
All which Advantages put together, make it, perhaps, morethan 
a Match for any other Country upon the Continent, if there were 
but a fri Union among its Chief: An Union which it hath 
greatly wanted indeed for ſome Ages paſt. But the moſt fatal 
W Difference, which hath ever, hitherto happened therein, ſeems 
WT fill to be ſubſiſting ar this Day, tho" the Fire which had broke 
deut in Relation thereto, is ſo far brought under at preſent, that 
ir lies covered over, and dying under Heaps of Aſhes, I mean the 
I Difference which aroſe upon the Death ef the late Emperor 
Io Chartes VI. in Relation to the Hereditary Succeſſion of the A. 
9 a d the Foundation of which is as follows. 
Legau, the Grandfather of the Empreſi- Queen of Hungary, left 
ee behind him at his Death, namely, Joſeph and Charles, 
ue of which fiiceceded his Father in the Imperia! Dignity, 
und in Proceſs of Time died, leaving two Daughters ; ohe of 
which was married by him to the Elector of Saxony, an the otheb 
= tothe Zr f Bavaria, thinking by theſe Alliances to artach 
both "theſe Printe, to his Intereſts, and by that Means to add 
weight to his Influence, in order to promote a greater Union 
. $ among the 'Zlefforal Powers in general, than had ſubſiſted before, 
J that ſo he might be the better able ro withſtand the Efforts, 
bear, which the French were making at that Time to deſtroy the Li- 
Iran 4 berties · of the whole Germanic Body. Upon the Death of 7 
15 % 4 >; the Imperial Dignity fell to the Lot of Charles, his Brother, 
hence, s well as the Hereditary Dominions of the Family ; but, he 
as it h f allo dying of late Years, without leaving any other Ilſne but 
uo Daughters, as his Brother had done before, the Queſtion in 
Debate was, whether the Tunger Brother's Daughters, or the 
_ 5, ought to ſucceed to the Hereditary Nominions of their 
Grandfather 


Sage, The Queen of Hagen 
af theſe (auntriet, by the Death of her Fake, an 
them guararticd to her during his Life-time, by the n 
Sanin, to which moſt of the great Powers of Hurqe had ſyc- 
_Infifted upon keeping them as zer Right, whilſt the. 
Eller of Bavaria claimed ER bis, the Eletfor of Saxony. 
ſeeming. at the ſame time, to. drop his Pretenſions thereto, in 
Conkideration of ſome other Proſpects. France took upon her at 
this; JunQure, to ſupport the Elefor of Bavaria: in his Preten- 
fions, though he was one of thoſe Powers which had gaurantied 
them to the Queen of Hungary before, and made that a Pretence 
for invading and ravaging.her Countries, during the late Way, or 
even before; any Declaration of War was made, in a moſt terri- 
d end ruinous Manner, without ſparing the Gountry of the 
Prince, in whoſe Cauſe ſhe pretended to engage, any more than 
that of his Competitor. A Prelude only, perhaps, to much 
greater Evils, which may befal them again in Time, under the 
ſame Pretence.. 
But, let that be as it will, the Fench Nation have long beer 
fenfible of the Advantages, which are to be gained, i in regard of 
the Advancemeent of the Schemes of the Grand Monarch, by 
a Diſunion among the Chiefs of the German Empire. An Omis 
which they compare to a Serpent or Monſter having many Heads 
that is raking an Attempt to get through a Thicket, which Thing 
r e for it to do; becauſe that cach of theſe Heads 
itſelf into different. Holes, or Openings, inſtead of ma- 
z Its. way through one only, occaſions the col Body to be kept 
4 — #6 all its y 5 to get forwards. And at 
the ſame, they compare the Kingdom of France to a Serpent or 
Rt Paying bnt one Head only, tho" many Tails, which thruſt- 
ts. Head into any Opening or Hole that it thinks fit, finds an 
y Paſſage for its Tails to follow after. A Compariſon which js 
Ke b ay founded in Truth ; and that ambitious Nation which 
wade thoſe Remarks, having for a long time paſt acted upon 
clpleF* agreeably hereto, have at laſt actually reduced, this 
ire, eonſidered as a Body Palitic to as weak 9 as ths 
5 of which J am treating, foretold it would be. . 
That thoſe grand Politicians abovementioned: will not, how- 
erer, be able do carry their Point in all | Reſpets, this very Ny⸗ 
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2426 8 N the ſume dime, when it ld, 2faþ 
1 5 of theſe Kings, the God of Heaven ſhall ſet up a King dem 
7 Topick which I all ſpeak more particularly to, when 1 come 
treat of the /ittle Horn, which, it is foretold, ſhall ariſe among the 
ten Horns, and pluck up three of them by the Roots; and which will 
be, the Occaſion afterwards, of that Empires being put an utter 
End to, becauſe that he would fpeak great Words againſt the moſt 
Hi oh, and wear out the People of the Saints, and think to change 
Times and Seaſons as theſe Things arc ſet forth, Chap. vii. ver. 8, 
11, 20, 21, 24 25 _— 

$thly, It may not be amiſs to remark here, that ſome * 
tators of note upon the Paſſage of which I am treating, would fain 
make out, that the Kingdom of God here ſpoken of, hath already 
taken place by the Propagation of the Chriſtian Religion through- 
out the Vorl, and that there is nothing more to be expected to 
happen in that reſpect, notw ithſtanding its being ſo plainly 
pointed out, that this Grand Event is not to take place till the 
Deſtruction of the German Empire. 

In anſwer to which J ſhall beg leave to obſerve, that there are 
two Introduftions of the Kingdom of God taken Notice of in Sacre 
inn, one of which regards the Militant, and the other the Tu- 
phant State of it, the former of which only, is regarded by theſe 
Gentlemen, tho" both the one, and the other of them, are ſpoken 
of by our Saviour himſelf, For, the ſrſt of theſe Introduttions 
took place by our Lord's Appearance in the Fleſb, together with 
the Deſtruction of the Sacred and Civil Polity of the Feeviſh Nation, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Religion in the room of that 
Diſpenſation, as appears from Luke xvii. 20, 21. where our S. 


viour ſays, upon the Phariſees demanding of him, ben the King- 
dom of God <vould come, that it actually was already within, or 


among them ; and from St. Mark ix. 1. compared with the Parallel 
Places in St. Matthew, and St. Lake, that ſome of the Perſons who 
were at that time in his Company, ſhould not taſte of Death till they 
ſaw the Kingdom of God come wwith Pocuer, Events theſe which 
plainly relate to the Church Militant. 

But the Event here foretold by Daniel, relates to the other 
Introduftion, and to the Church Triumphant of which our Saviour 
ſpeaks, when he tells us St. Matthew xxi. 43. agreeably to 
what is ſet ſorth 2 Eſaras Chap. ii, 10, Sc. that the King- 

| | dam 
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= Got: fun be tak ow the Ferut, 4 Nat 
-Þ 0 ſhall bring forth the . Tits Jos at 1 85 8 2 
_ ably to Daniel here, on whenever the Stones c ZE 
Kingdon: ſpall fall, it ſnall grind him to 4 4 his 15 
Lord frequently ſtyles the Kingdom of eaven en; as well as me 
dom of God, 2 in ſpeaking thereof, be cyjdently refer, lun 
times to the P State of it above ſpoken of; 3 to 15 
ſecond State of it; aud ſometinges to both of them, as will be ſer 
forth more particularly 
Agreeabiy hereto it muſt be dblerved, that this Kingdom had 
not been introduced at the Time of &. Johns Writing. the Reve- 
ation, in that the whole Subject of that Book from Chap. iv. to 
the End of it, is nothing elſe but a Repreſentation of the Manner 
of its Introduction. For that 4pofile, having ſer forth, inthe 1/ 
Chap. that our Saviour was the Prince of the Kings of tht Earth, he 
gives us to underſtand in the 2d and za Chapters, under the Ty- 
picatRelation which he gives of the ſeuen Churches of Aſia, and of 
the Judgments which were threatned to be executed upon them 
that a certain Church who would have quite reforin d herſelf from 
the Zrors and Corruptions, Which ſbe, together with ſome other 
Churches, who would likecviſe have reform'd themſelves in part, 
wonld have fallen into at the Ioſtigation of that Woman Jeſabel &, 
at the Times here pointed out; that this pure Church I 23 would 
be ſo highiy favoured by the Meſſiah its Head, as to be 
to ſet down with him on his Throxe, as it is expreſs , r Jil. 
Ver 21, even as be himſelf had. ſat down with his Father on his 
Throne, by Virtue of his having conform'd himſelf in all Things 
to his Will. A Throne, or King dom, which K. John begins to 
give a Deſcription of Chap. iv. and gives us to underſtand by 
the Thread of the Hiftory thereof, that it will not be fully eſta- 
bliſh'd till the City of How ſhall have been utterly deſtroyed ; 
till the falſe Prophet or Prieſt, and the Beaſt be caſt into a Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtone; till the Dragon, (Emblems by which are 
porated out, the three great Enemies of that pure Church above- 
mentioned) ſhall be bound, fo that he ſhall deceive the Nations no 
more for the Space of one Thouſand Tears, as theſe Things will be 
ſet forth and explain d hereafter, when I come to treat of that 
Book 
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Book. - Conſequently. this Iurreductian ſpoken of by K. John, 
. the Trymphas Ste of the Church 
Alec by bim the Nen Jeruſalem, and the Bride of the Lamb f. 
And here it may be bſerued alfo, that to the 220 Introdu#ions of 
his Kingdom have [ſpoken of, it is, that our Saulen refers St. 
xiv, St. Mark, Chap. ,xiil, and St. Luke xxi. as alſoSt. 
Park, — and a CT σ d. ii, and mat to the Day of Judg- 
A thaught, as appears from hene, 
D. the greatEvents which are to hap- 
Tides the Stephan Inna d e makes uſe af the very 
me fewrative Bxproſſians 2s our Lord himſelf doth, as may be 
-ſeeu'-by comparing. Nun. vi. 12 to 27, viii. 1, 12. xi. 13, 15. 
with rhe Paſſages above-mantioned. 

In Conſequence a the Diſtinction, and is the unde ti 
een the Kingdin of God! under its Sr Militant and Triumphant 
[wwhieh/I-have:beatſpeaking of above, it is, that tho our S- 
bur ſays in the Paſſages juſt quoted, that it was actually begun 
among the Jews in his Life- me, and that it would come, or be 
erereiſod evith Power before ſome of the-Andience, then preſent, | 
would have #afted of ' Death, yet juſt upon his Aſeenſſon, when his 
"Diſciples demanded of him if be <vould reſtore the Kingdom to Iſracl 
af that Time, he told/ them in Anſwer, that it wat not for them to 
know the Times ani the Seaſons, which the Father bad kept in bis 
"Power. Acts. i. 6, 7. A plain Implication, that the Kingdom which 
they meant, namely, this Kingdom in its Fyiumpbant State, 
was neither actually begun, or.to cake fe in io ſhore a Space of 
"Time as the Life of any of them. © 
© Agreeably hers to, when Fames and John had made Applica- 
tion to him &, that they might be ſeated, the ane at his Right-hand, 
and the other at his Left-hand, in his Kingdom, he gave them to un- 
derſtand that it was not in his Power to gratify their Requeſt. 
The Reaſon of which appears to be, becauſe that this Kingdom, 
in the Senſe as they meant, was not, by the Decrees of his Fa- 
Aber, to take place during their Life-time; and in that, when the 
came in which it was to take place, it would be given to 
me vthers for whom * N before that Thi. 

or 
wag” > XII. 1,4, * bt. HMatth. xx 20, &c. N. Mark x, 
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For that this Kingdom herk ſpoken of, was not to 3 
ring the Life- time of theſe Apoſtles, a ſaid 
that they were to din of the ſame Cup and be Ke g with" the 
fame Baptiſm as their Lord, i.e. that they would with him ſuffer 
Perſe-cutions and Death, inſtead of enjoying that Temporal Grandeur 
and Felicity which they had * at his Hands; whereas one 
of thoſe Petitioners, namely, K. Jobn, tells us, Rev, xxi; 4. that 
In the Necu Jeruſalem, by which the Triumphant State of Chriſt's 
"Kingdom, and of his Chirrch is pointed out, that God ſhall wipe away 
all Tears from the Eyes of Men, and there ſhall be no more Death, nej- 
ther Sorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more Pain. Events, 
which mult neceſſarily happen, in Conſequence of our Saviour's 
having bruiſed the Serpent's- Head, and mads a full prrfet and ſiſt- 
cieut Sacrificey Oblation, and Sati faction for the Sins of | the <vbole 
Hirid, as I have before obſerved. And that this Grandeuriand 
Felicity, which theſe Apoſtles defired, and which our Saviouy-tells 
them vas prepared for ſome others, was Temporal, and to be poſſeſs'd 
in this World, appears in the firft place, from the Apoſtles having 
been confirm'd in theſe Notions, by what our Saviour ſaid to them 
in anſwer to their Requeſt, inſtead of being diſcountenanced there- 
in; and in the ſecond, from the Deſcription which he gives of dis 
Kingdom in the following Verſes, by which he ſhews, that it 
would be founded upon dfferent Principles than thoſe which the 
four great Monarchies of the Heathen World. had bœen condudted 
upon; theſe being calculated only for Acts of; Tyranny,, and 
Grandeur to be exerciſed by their Heads ; F this, for Acts of 
Benevolence, and Beneficence. 

That the Kingdom of God, or of the Heſpab, will be a Tempe- 
ral Dominion here on Earth, hath been the general Opinion of 
Heathens, Jesus and Chriſtians. 

Of Heathens, as appears from the mention . is made in 822 
Writings, of the Notions which they entertained of the Golden, 
Sher, . Brazen, and Iron Ages of . World, and of the hapjy 
Times, which were to ſucceed them, and which are celebrated 


by Virgil in one of his Eclogues. 
Of Jes, as appears from a Belief thereof, which is ſo firerigly 


imprinted on that Nation at this very Day, as to be a mighty Sup» 
275 and _— to them under all the Contempt and Hardſbifs, 
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And, of Chriſtians, as' appears from the Writings of the Fu- 
thers in the earlieſt and pureſt Ages of the Church. Notions which 
the pious Reformers of the Church of England were fully poſſeſs'd 
of, as appears fin, from the many Expreſſions which are made 
uſe of in the Liurgy, which they compiled for its Daily Service, 
and which is chiefly taken from the antient Liturgies ot the pri- 
mitive Church : As when we are directed to pray for all Sts and 
Conditions of Men ; that Almighty God would make knocon bis Ways 
unto them, bis ſaving Health among all Nations; that he <vould have 
Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and take 
from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of his 
Mord, and ſo fetch them Home to his Flock, that they may be mads 
one Fold under one Shepherd Fuſus Chriſt; that the Catholic Church 
may be ſo guided and governex Y his good Spirit, that all <vho profeſs 
and call themſelves Chriſtian's," may be led into the <vay of Truth 
and hold the Faith in the Unity of the Spirit, in the Fond of Peace, 
and in \ Righteouſneſs of Life; that Unity, Peace, and Concord 
may. be given to all Nations; and that Satan may be beaten doen 
under our Feet: Expreſſions, which I have thought fit to repeat 
here, tho' they have been taken notice of already, as they are 
the great Characteriſticks of the Meſiab's Reign, as will be ſhewn . 
hereafter. © Secondly, from their having made the P/alns ſo great 
a Part of that Service; the Pſalms being chiefly taken up with 
Prophicies relating to, and Deſcriptions of that Reign; Prophecies 
and Deſcriptions which denounce the heavieſt Curſes againſt the 


| Obſtructors of it. And, thirdly, by the Lovd's Prayer being made 


a Part in every diſtinct Office of the ſaid Service, even tho” 
it comes by that means to be ſeveral times repeated, before the 
People are difmiſs'd. A Prayer, which our Saviour ſeems to 
have made, and enjoin'd his Followers the conſtant uſe of chiefly 
to put them: in mind, and to fix in them a firm Belief, that his 
Kingdom would certainly come, and, that in Conſequence thereof, 


his Will would be done, one Day, on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 


This is a Concluſion which may be drawn from the Conſi- 
deration, that our Saviour as God, could not enjoin the Uſe of 
any Thing that is either «nf or unneceſſary, as I have already 
obſerved, upon another Occaſion. For what Purpoſe, then, 
could he have injoin'd the Uſe of this Prayer, unleſs it was for 
the Reaſons vbavementioned, as the Times and the Selen far 
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give her Light, and the Stars 


turbed by ir As for Example, Day#- of Diſtreſs may well be 
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E of his Chureb could by m. Means prevail on him to 
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— — and will de farther ſaid in 
the Coarſe of this e,. in explaining. the Propbecier contained: 
id Sera Irie relating thereto: For, khowr? nnto Go ave alt 


bis Works from the Beainiting of the Mold, or elſe, he could not 


have foretold ſb many Hundred Tears ago, in this Propheſ 
of which-I am tht there would have been row - 
verein Powers at the Head of the Gerttan Entyive | 
Da An Event which has been ſo lately fulfilled; not to ſpeale 
of ſome Others nile tare: ban. than. Notibe af nbovdy If 
well as that Circumſt ande joſt 


Our Saviier; indeed, in freaking r theſes Titoes abovetren” 


vlonet, ſays, that the Thib-daiion: themeof would be fo great, ay 
to execed any Fhing that ever went beſone them, inſomuch as, 
Hb. be 


From which Paſſage, ſome Learned Men; confining themſelves 
too ſtrictly to the oral Senſe of the 'Text, have imagined tium 
the Courſe of the Suu, Aon, ant Stars would be accelerated; 
ati, that in Conſequence: thereof, thofe unnatural Phenonomas 
in the Heavenly Bodies, ſpoken of juſt after would happeny 

wely, | that th# gun ſliall be darkenied, and the Alben ſvall ut 
ball fall from Flaaven, and the Po- 
ers of the Heavens ſbalt he ſliaken, without conſidering that the 
Sorting of nes Days! ca caily be explained in ſuch 'a Man- 
tier, as that the Courſe of Narure ſhall ne be in any wiſe dif- 


ſaid to be mmortned, when that Diftreſs put a Stop to ſo effec- 
tually; as, that the all! the Danger of a Return of it be not 
quite removed, yet it can never arrive w ſo great an Height 
again, as it had been carried to before; Or when a Delivers 
ance from Diſtreſs harh been afforded; in Caſe of x moſt u, 
and imminent Danger that threatened-it, and ſeemed to be Fatal, 
as well as [revitable, even tho the Deliverance was not com- 
at its Hig imm, but laſted for ſometime after. 
Here, if we only ſuppoſe, agre eable wo the References which 
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Water as @ Flood after the II man, in order to deſtroy her. But 
the Earth, helped the Woman, and allowed it b. A 
Means by which ſhe was preſerved from the Miſchiefs which 
had been intended her, all the Time appointed by Providers . 
for her afflicted State to laſt, In this Caſe, tbe Days of the Vo- 
mans Diſtreſs might well be ſaid to be ſportned, by the Signal 
Deliverance which had been afforded her, tho* the Term of 
res Years and. an Haff is ſuppoſed. to paſs. quite away befote 
ſhe gets quite rid of it. 3 
But, to return to the Subject from whence I have made this 
Digreffon, if our Seviour inſerted the Petitions relating to his 
Kingdom, in the Prayer which he taught his Diſciples to make uſe 
of, whenever they made their Addreſſes to their Heavenly Fa- 
ther, chiefly, by way of Commemoration, then the Church of E- 
land is in the Right of ir, never to omit it out of any. of her 
Offices, becauſe ſuch a Leſs» cannot be too often inculcated. An 
Inſtance, in which ſhe Copies after the Primitive Church alſo, 
which made ſuch frequent uſe of this Prayer in her Liturgies, as 
induc'd the Church of Rome, who equally abuſed all the reſt of 
the boly Inflitutions of the Chrimaꝶ Religion, to enjoin the Uſe 
of it in the Nature of a Sell, Fd as 1s practiſed by 
her ignorant and infatuated Members to) this Day, who imagine 
that the repeating it ſo many times one after another, and in ſo 
many Churches in a Day, is a means either to acquire ſome cer- 
tain Benefits, or to divert ſome certain Evil. On the other hand, 
to ſhew the various Humours of Mankind when they ſuffer them- 
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of the Kingdm of the Aab, indeed,” ſeem very little to pil 
\ © val this Age, which may be decounred for two Ways; in th 
fp. , they were carried. to Lich an enthuſt aſtic Heighth, by the 
, "about a Century A ago," ' 2s. that ſober thinking People have 
ap diſcouraged thereby to Fay much about it, left they ſhould! 
be treated for it with Conterihty, a thoſe Maden had juſtly ' been, 
And, ſecondly, there ſeems to have been the Harid of Providente ita 
1 in the Matter, in this Reſpe & : It having been foretold in 
acred Writ, that this Kingdom, . ſpoket of, ſhall be — 
duced at a time when all Notions of it ſhould be fol far b 
that it would come when it is leaſt expected, as may be learnt 00 
K. Math. xxiv. 44. St. Like xvii: 25. 26, &c to mention nb 
more Paſſages, till they occur, of Courſe, in going or on with, hi i 
Treatiſe. | 
"Theſe Paſſages laſt quoted, T Ekinor paſs over, however, _ 
out. remarking, that as Noah was made a Jeſt of by the Ante- A= 
nan World, and Lot by the People of Sodom, sc. for predicting 
the Jud ents of God ready to fall upon the Heads of thoſe dal 
ring Offenders. to whom they addreſs'd themſelves; 'fo the] 
' Warnings which are given to this preſent Generation by God 
and. Aſan, are ſo little ; regarded by the polite World, if, one. of the 
public News-papers * ſpeaks Truth, as that they only ſerve. 
carry the Impicty of the Age to a greater Heighth than before 
K manifeſt Token of its being as ripe for Deſtruttion as any 
former Age ever was. 


*. * HAY called Old Eepland, dated 7 Mori, 1 17 50. 


